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(54) Magnetic thin-film memory element utilizing GMR effect, and magnetic thin-film memory 



(57) A magnetic memory element comprising a first 
magnetic layer magnetized in an orientation of magnet- 
ization along one in-plane direction, a second magnetic 
layer magnetized in an orientation of magnetization par- 
allel or antiparallel to the orientation of magnetization of 
the first magnetic layer, the second magnetic layer hav- 



ing a higher coercive force than that of the first magnetic 
layer, a non-magnetic layer interposed between the first 
magnetic layer and the second magnetic layer and a 
third magnetic layer for magnetically coupling the first 
magnetic layer with the second magnetic layer in order 
to form a closed magnetic circuit with the first magnetic 
layer and the second magnetic layer. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a magnetic thin -film memory element for recording information therein by directions 
of magnetization and regenerating the information therefrom by magneto-resistance, and a magnetic thin-film memory 
using the magnetic thin-film memory elements 

Related Background Art 

Magnetic thin -film memories are solid state memories having no moving part as semiconductor memories and 
have advantages over the semiconductor memories: e.g.. the information stored therein is not lost even without supply 
of power: the number of repetitive rewrites is infinite: there is no risk of destroying the recorded contents even if exposed 
to radiation, and so on. Particularly, thin-film magnetic memories utilizing the giant magneto-resistance (GMR) effect 
are drawing attention in recent years, because they can produce stronger output than the magnetic thin-film memories 
using the anisotropic magneto-resistance effect, which have been proposed heretofore. 

For example. Journal of the Magnetic Society of Japan. Vol. 20, p 22 (1996) describes a solid state memory 
consisting of memory elements made of a stack of constituent elements including hard-magnetic film HM / non -magnetic 
film NM / soft-magnetic film SM / non-magnetic film NM as shown in Fig. 1. Each memory element is provided with 
sense lines S joined with a metal conductor and a word line W insulated from the sense lines S by insulating film I. 
Information is written by a magnetic field generated by word-line current and sense-line current. 

Specifically, as shown in Figs. 2A to 2D, memory states "0." "1" are recorded by allowing a current I to flow through 
the word line W and thereby generating either of magnetic fields of different directions depending upon directions ID 
of the current I through the word line W so as to cause reversal of magnetization in the hard-magnetic film HM. For 
example, when the positive current is allowed to flow as shown in Fig. 2A, the rightward magnetic field is generated 
as shown in Fig. 2B, thereby recording "1" in the hard-magnetic film HM; in contrast, when the negative current is 
allowed to flow as shown in Fig. 2C, the leftward magnetic field is generated as shown in Fig. 2D, thereby recording 
"0" in the hard-magnetic film HM. 

The information is read by allowing a smaller current I than the recording current to flow through the word line W 
so as to cause only reversal of magnetization in the soft-magnetic film SM and measuring change in resistance on that 
occasion, as shown in Figs. 3A to 3E. When the giant magneto-resistance is utilized, there appears a difference between 
resistances in the parallel state and in the antiparallel state of magnetization in the soft-magnetic film SM and in the 
hard-magnetic film HM. Therefore, the memory states of "1 " and "0" can be discriminated from each other by change 
in resistance occurring at that time. 

When a pulse signal including a positive pulse and a negative pulse in this order as shown in Fig 3A is applied, 
the magnetization varies from rightward to leftward in the soft-magnetic layer. In the memory state "1." the small re- 
sistance as shown in Fig. 3B changes to the large resistance as shown in Fig. 3C. tn the memory state "01 the large 
resistance as shown in Fig. 3D changes to the small resistance as shown in Fig. 3E. By detecting this change in 
resistance, the information recorded in the hard-magnetic film HM can be read irrespective of the magnetization states 
of the soft-magnetic film SM after recording. This realizes nondestructive reading. 

With the magnetic thin-film memory of the above structure, however, the demagnetizing field (self-demagnetizing 
field) produced inside the magnetic layers becomes unignorable as the area of bit cell becomes smaller. The demag- 
netizing field changes the magnetization direction from the fixed direction in the record-holding magnetic layer, so as 
to make the magnetization direction unstable. The magnetic thin-film memory of the above structure thus failed to store 
information with decreasing sizes of bit cell and had a drawback of not allowing high integration of bit cells accordingly. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In view of these points, an object of the present invention is to provide a magnetic thin-film memory permitting high 
integration by eliminating the demagnetizing field in the magnetic thin films, which was the hindrance against the de- 
crease in the size of bit cell. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide a recording/regenerating method of magnetic thin-film memory 
that realizes stabler recording/regeneration, a wide production margin of the non-magnetic layer, a short time for re- 
generation, and regeneration with less noise. 

According to the invention there is provided a magnetic memory element comprising 
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a first magnetic layer magnetized in an orientation of magnetization along one in-plane direction: 
a second magnetic layer magnetized in an orientation of magnetization parallel or antiparallel to the orientation of 
magnetization of the first magnetic layer, the second magnetic layer having a higher coercive force than that of 
the first magnetic layer: 

a non-magnetic layer interposed between the first magnetic layer and the second magnetic layer: and 

a third magnetic layer for magnetically coupling the first magnetic layer with the second magnetic layer in order to 

form a closed magnetic circuit with the first magnetic layer and the second magnetic layer. 

The objects may also be achieved by a magnetic thin-film memory in which the above-stated magnetic thin-film 
memory elements are arrayed in a matrix. 

The present invention will be described in further detail in the embodiments which follow which are described by 
way of example only. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 is a cross-sectional view of the conventional magnetic thin-film memory using the giant magneto-resistance 
effect: 

Figs. 2A, 2B. 2C. and 2D are explanatory drawings to show the recording operation of the conventional magnetic 
thin-film memory using the giant magneto-resistance effect: 

Figs. 3A, 3B ; 3C. 3D. and 3E are explanatory drawings to show the regenerating operation of the conventional 
magnetic thin-film memory using the giant magneto-resistance effect: 

Fig. 4 is a cross-sectional, explanatory drawing to show the structure of a magnetic thin-film memory element as 
a first embodiment of the present invention: 

Fig. 5 is a cross-sectional, explanatory drawing to show the detailed magnetization state in the magnetic thin-film 
memory element of the first embodiment according to the present invention: 

Fig. 6 is an explanatory drawing to show the detailed top plan view of the magnetization state in the magnetic thin- 
fitm memory element of the first embodiment of the present invention: 

Fig. 7 is an explanatory drawing to show the detailed top plan view of the magnetization state in a magnetic thin- 
film memory element of a comparative example: 

Fig. 8 is a cross-sectional, explanatory drawing to show another form of the magnetic thin-film memory element 
in the first embodiment of the present invention: 

Fig. 9 is a cross-sectional, explanatory drawing to show the detailed magnetization state in the magnetic thin-film 
memory element shown in Fig. 8: 

Fig. 10 is an explanatory drawing to show the detailed top plan view of the magnetization state in the magnetic 
thin-film memory element shown in Fig. 8: 

Fig. 1 1 is an explanatory drawing to stereoscopically show the magnetization state in the magnetic thin -film memory 
element of an embodiment of the present invention: 

Figs. 12A and 12Bare cross-sectional, explanatory drawings to show the structure of magnetic thin-film memory 
elements of comparative examples, wherein Fig. 12A is a drawing to show the magnetization state of monolayer 
magnetic film and Fig. 12B is a drawing to show the magnetization state of two-layer magnetic film: 
Figs. 1 3A, 13B and 1 3C are drawings to show dependence of internal magnetic field against length L of magnetic 
member as to magnetic members of a square shape, wherein Fig. 13A is a drawing to show the demagnetizing 
field Hd in the monolayer film of a comparative example, Fig. 13B is a drawing to show Hd - Hst, obtained by 
subtracting a static magnetic field Hst induced by one layer from the demagnetizing field Hd in the other layer, as 
to the two-layer film of another comparative example, and Fig. 1 3C is a drawing to show the dependence as to 
the magnetic thin-film memory element of an embodiment of the present invention: 

Figs. 14A. 14B. and 14C are drawings to show dependence of leakage magnetic field Hn in the in-plane direction 
against distance d from the side face of magnetic member wherein Fig. 1 4A is a drawing to show the dependence 
as to the monolayer film of a comparative example. Fig 14B is a drawing to show the dependece as to the two- 
layer film of another comparative example, and Fig. 14C is a drawing to show the dependence as to the magnetic 
thin-film memory element of an embodiment of the present invention: 

Fig. 1 5 is an explanatory drawing to stereoscopically show an example of array structure of magnetic thin-film 
memory elements according to an embodiment of the present invention: 

Fig. 16 is an explanatory drawing to stereoscopically show another example of array structure of magnetic thin- 
film memory elements according to an embodiment of the present invention: 

Fig. 17 is an explanatory drawing to stereoscopically show still another example of array structure of magnetic 
thin-film memory elements according to an embodiment of the present invention: 

Fig. 18 is an explanatory drawing to stereoscopically show still another example of array structure of magnetic 
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thin -film memory elements according to an embodiment of the present invention 

Fig. 19 is an overall plan view of a magnetic thin-film memory of an embodiment of the present invention: 

Figs 20A and 20C are drawings to show the magnetization storage states of "0" and "1 • in the magnetic thin-film 

memory element of an embodiment of the present invention 

Figs. 20B and 20D are drawings to show the magnetization states of "0" and " l " during regeneration in the magnetic 
thin -film memory element of an embodiment of the present invention: 

Figs 21 A, 21 B and 21 C are drawings to explain an example of the regenerating method using the magneto- 
resistive element of an embodiment of the present invention by temporal changes of magnetic field and resistance, 
wherein Fig. 21 A is a drawing to show time T response of magnetic field H. Fig. 21 B is a drawing to show time T 
response of resistance R where the magnetization state of Fig. 20A is regenerated, and Fig. 21 C is a drawing to 
show time T response of resistance R where the magnetization state of Fig. 20C is regenerated: 
Figs. 22A, 22B. and 22C are drawings to explain another example of the regenerating method using the magneto* 
resistive element of an embodiment of the present invention by temporal changes of magnetic field and resistance, 
wherein Fig. 22A is a drawing to show time T response of magnetic field H. Fig. 22B is a drawing to show time T 
response of resistance R where the magnetization state of Fig. 20A is regenerated, and Fig. 22C is a drawing to 
show time T response of resistance R where the magnetization state of Fig. 20C is regenerated 
Figs 23A, 23B. and 23C are drawings to show magneto-resistance change AR of the magneto-resistive element 
of the embodiment of the present invention shown in Example 1 against applied magnetic field H: 
Fig 24 is a cross-sectional view of a memory element group of the embodiment of the present invention shown 
in Example 3: 

Fig. 25A is a cross-sectional, explanatory drawing to show the structure of a magnetic thin-film memory element 
as a second embodiment of the present invention, wherein arrows indicate directions of magnetization; 
Fig. 25B is a cross-sectional view to show the detailed magnetization state in the magnetic thin-film memory ele- 
ment shown in Fig. 25A: 

Fig. 25C is an explanatory drawing to show the detailed top plan view of the magnetization state in the magnetic 
thin -film memory element shown in Fig. 25 A: 

Fig. 26A is a cross-sectional, explanatory drawing to show another example of the magnetic thin-film memory 
element in the second embodiment of the present invention: 

Fig. 26B is a cross-sectional, explanatory drawing to show the detailed magnetization state of the magnetic thin- 
film memory element shown in Fig. 26A; 

Fig. 26C is an explanatory drawing to show the detailed top plan view of the magnetization state in the magnetic 
thin-film memory element shown in Fig. 26A: 

Fig. 27 is an explanatory drawing to stereoscopicaliy show an example of array structure of magnetic thin-film 
memory elements according to an embodiment of the present invention: 

Fig. 28 is an explanatory drawing to stereoscopicaliy show another example of array structure of magnetic thin- 
film memory elements according to an embodiment of the present invention: 

Fig. 29 is an explanatory drawing to stereoscopicaliy show still another example of array structure of magnetic 
thin -film memory elements according to an embodiment of the present invention: 
Fig. 30 is an overall plan view of a magnetic thin-film memory of an embodiment of the present invention: 
Figs. 31 A, 31 B and 31 C are drawings to show dependence of internal magnetic field against length L of magnetic 
member as to magnetic members of a square shape, wherein Fig. 31 A is a drawing to show the demagnetizing 
field Hd in the monolayer film of a comparative example. Fig. 31 B is a drawing to show Hd - Hst. obtained by 
subtracting a static magnetic field Hst induced by one layer from the demagnetizing field Hd in the other layer, as 
to the two-layer film of another comparative example, and Fig. 31 C is a drawing to show the dependence as to 
the magnetic thin-film memory element of an embodiment of the present invention: 

Figs. 32A, 32B and 32C are drawings to show dependence of leakage magnetic field Hn in the in-plane direction 
against distance d from the side face of magnetic member wherein Fig. 32A is a drawing to show the dependence 
as to the monolayer film of a comparative example. Fig. 32 B is a drawing to show the dependence as to the two- 
layer film of another comparative example t and Fig. 32C is a drawing to show the dependence as to the magnetic 
thin-film memory element of an embodiment of the present invention: 

Figs 33A and 338 are cross-sectional, explanatory drawings to show the structure of magnetic thin-film memory 
elements of comparative examples, wherein Fig. 33A is a drawing to show the magnetization state of monolayer 
magnetic film and Fig. 33B is a drawing to show the magnetization state of two-layer magnetic film: 
Fig. 34 is a drawing to show the relation of length L of magnetic layer against thickness t of magnetic layer where 
the strength of demagnetizing field Hd - Hst that cannot be canceled is 2 [Oe]. as to the prior-art two-layer magnetic 
film of a comparative example in the antiparallel magnetization state; 

Fig. 35 is a drawing to show the relation of distance d between magnetic Rims against thickness t of magnetic layer 
where the magnetic field Hn induced by an adjacent memory element is 1 [Oe], as to the prior -art two-layer magnetic 
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film of a comparative example in the antiparallel magnetization state. 
Fig. 36 is a graph to show the relation of composition of NiFeCo against Curie temperature' 
Fig. 37 is a graph to show the relation of composition of NiFeCo against saturation magnetization Ms: 
Fig. 38 is a graph to show the relation of composition of GdFeCo against Curie temc erasure. 
s Fig. 39 is a graph to show the relation of composition of GdFeCo against saturation magnetization Ms. 

Fig. 40 is a graph to show the relation of composition of FeCo against Curie temperature 
Figs. 41 A and 41 B are explanatory drawings to show examples of array structure cf magnetic thin-film memory 
elements according to an embodiment of the present invention: 

Figs. 42A and 42B are plan views of magnetic thin-film memories of an embodiment of the present invention: 
io Figs. 43A1 , 43A2, 43B1 , 43B2, 43C1 : and 43C2 are circuit diagrams and structural drawings in case of connecting 

the magnetic thin-film memory element according to an embodiment of the present invention with a transistor or 
diode: 

Fig. 44 is a cross-sectional, structural drawing of a magnetic thin-film memory element as a fourth embodiment of 
the present invention: 

is Fig. 45 is a cross -sectional, structural drawing to show another example of the magnetic thin-film memory element 

in the fourth embodiment of the present invention: 

Fig. 46 is an explanatory drawing to show a schematic view of an example of magnetization directions in the 
magnetic thin-film memory elements shown in Figs. 44 and 45: 

Figs. 47A, 47B and 47C are explanatory drawings to show an example of a process for producing a magnetic thin- 
20 film memory element of one bit according to the embodiment of the present invention. 

Figs. 48A, 48B. and 48C are explanatory drawings to show another example of a process for producing a magnetic 
thin-film memory element of one bit according to an embodiment of the present invention: 
Figs. 49A. 49B. 49C. and 49D are explanatory drawings to show an example of a process for producing a magnetic 
thin-film memory element of eight bits according to an embodiment of the present invention: 
25 Figs. 50A. 50B, 50C ; and SOD are explanatory drawings to show another example of a process for producing a 

magnetic thin-film memory element of eight bits according to an embodiment of the present invention: 
Figs. 51 A1, 51 A2. 51 B1, 51 B2, 51C1 , and 51C2 are circuit diagrams and structural drawings in case of connecting 
the magnetic thin-film memory element according to an embodiment of the present invention with a transistor or 
diode: 

30 Fig. 52 is an explanatory drawing to show an example of array structure of magnetic thin-film memory elements 

according to an embodiment of the present invention: 

Fig. 53 is an explanatory drawing to show another example of array structure of magnetic thm-film memory elements 
according to an embodiment of the present invention: 

Fig. 54 is an explanatory drawing to show still another example of array structure cf magnetic thin-film memory 
35 elements according to an embodiment of the present invention: 

Fig. 55 is an explanatory drawing to show still another example of array structure cf magnetic thin-film memory 
elements according to an embodiment of the present invention; and 

Fig. 56 is a plan view of a magnetic thin-film memory according to an embodiment cf the present invention: 

*0 DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Since in the magnetic thin-film memory element of the embodiments of the present invention the magnetic layers 
involved in recording form a closed magnetic circuit during storage, the negative effect due to the demagnetizing field 
can be eliminated, so that information of magnetization can be stored stably Accordingly the cell width of one bit can 
•*s be decreased and the magnetic thin-film memory can be realized with high degree of integration. 

In addition, no leakage magnetic field appears in an adjacent celt, so that recording or regeneration of information 
can be performed more stably. 

The access time can be decreased, because regeneration can be achieved with one pulse. 
The production margin of non-magnetic layer can be expanded, and resistance variation can be suppressed during 
50 regeneration. Therefore. S/N can be increased. 

[First Embodiment] 

The present embodiment is an embodiment utilizing the CIP (Current in-plane to the film plane)-MR (Magneto- 
55 Resistance) effect occurring when the current is allowed to flow in parallel to the film plane during regeneration. 
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[Structure of magnetic thin-film memory element) 

A number of embodiments of the present invention will be described in more detail by reference to the drawings 
Fig. 4 and Fig. 8 are cross -sectional, explanatory drawings each of which shows an example of the magnetic thin-film 
memory element of the present invention. In Fig. 4. numeral 1 designates a first magnetic layer. 2 a second magnetic 
layer. 3 a third magnetic layer, and 4 a non-magnetic layer The arrows indicate main magnetization directions in the 
respective magnetic layers. Fig. 5 is a detailed view of the magnetization state of the memory element in the structure 
of Fig. 4. Fig. 6 is a first-magnetic-layer-side top plan view of the magnetization state of the memory element in the 
structure of Fig. 4. 

As shown in Fig. 4, the magneto-resistive thin-film element according to an embodiment of the present invention 
is constructed in such structure that the first magnetic layer 1 and second magnetic layer 2 each including magneti- 
zation aligned in one in-plane direction in the film plane, are stacked with the non-magnetic layer in between, the third 
magnetic layer 3 is provided on the side faces of the first magnetic layer and second magnetic layer, and the non- 
magnetic layer is surrounded as a whole by the first magnetic layer, the second magnetic layer, and the third magnetic 
layer. 

In the storage condition where the external magnetic field is 0. the magnetization in the first magnetic layer is 
antiparallel to that in the second magnetic layer and a closed magnetic circuit is formed through the third magnetic layer 

Fig. 4 shows the main directions of magnetization in the respective layers and. more specifically a ring loop is 
formed so that the magnetization in the third magnetic layer is curved gently as shown in Fig 5. thereby achieving a 
stable energy state. 

Since the third magnetic layer forms portions with large curvature in the ring loop the third magnetic layer is 
preferably made of a material having smaller magnetic anisotropy and coercive force and higher permeability than the 
first magnetic layer and the second magnetic layer and readily taking any magnetization direction. The third magnetic 
layer may also be preferably made of a material with small domain wall energy in order to suppress increase in the 
domain wall energy occurring in the case of spins being curved. 

The material for the third magnetic layer is preferably magnetic material having small magnetostriction constants 
and small magnetic anisotropy and a smaller coercive force than those of the first magnetic layer and the second 
magnetic layer. An example of such magnetic material is a metal film principal components of which are Ni and Fe: 
specific examples of the metal are NiFe and NiFeCo, for example. 

A vertical magnetic film may also be used preferably as the material for the third magnetic layer: for example, a 
metal film or the like containing at least one alloy selected from the group consisting of GdFe. DyFe. and TbFe. Ex- 
amples of this alloy are Gd x Fe 100 . x . Dy x Fe t00 . x and Tb x Fe 100 . x . for example. In these vertical magnetic films, x is 
preferably in the range of 10 to 35 both inclusive in the element composition. These alloys may also be used in com- 
bination with an additive element such as Co. 

In Fig. 4, the third magnetic layer is placed in contact with the side faces of the first magnetic layer, the non- 
magnetic layer, and the second magnetic layer, but the third magnetic layer 3 may also be formed between the first 
magnetic layer 1 and the second magnetic layer 2 so as to replace parts of the non-magnetic layer 4, as shown in Fig. 
8. The state of magnetization in the structure of Fig. 8 is illustrated in detail in Fig. 9 and it is seen therefrom that a 
closed magnetic circuit is composed. In this case, portions with large curvature in the ring loop exist in the first magnetic 
layer and in the second magnetic layer When the first magnetic layer is observed from above it. the state of magnet- 
ization thereof is as shown in Fig. 10. 

In this case, the larger the occupying range of the third magnetic layer 3, the lower the magneto-resistance: there- 
fore, the overall length of the third magnetic layer is preferably not more than one third of the length of the non -magnetic 
layer: more preferably, not more than a quarter. In the case of the element in the structure of Fig. 8, the third magnetic 
layer is made more preferably of a material having a large vertical magnetic component, because it forms the portions 
mainly taking charge of the vertical magnetic areas in the closed magnetic circuit. 

The above described the memory elements in the structure of Fig. 4 and in the structure of Fig. 8. but the memory 
element may also be constructed in the structure of a combination thereof: the point is that the first magnetic layer and 
the second magnetic layer are formed through the third magnetic layer so that the ring magnetization loop is established 
as a whole as shown in Fig. 11. 

The features of the first magnetic layer, the second magnetic layer, and the non-magnetic layer will be described 
below. The first magnetic layer is provided for establishing the ring loop with the second magnetic layer and for reading 
the magnetization information stored in the second magnetic layer by making use of the giant magneto-resistance effect. 

The first magnetic layer is preferably a film of metal having a component of at least one selected from the group 
consisting of Ni, Fe, and Co. Examples of this metal (alloy) are NiFe, NiFeCo. FeCo, CoFeB, and so on. When the 
element composition of NiFe is defined as Ni x Fe 100 . x , x is preferably in the range of 35 to 86 both inclusive. When the 
element composition of NiFeCo is defined as Ni x (Fe 100 . y Co y ) 100 . x . x is preferably in the range of 10 to 70 both inclusive 
and y preferably in the range of 30 to 90 both inclusive: more preferably y in the range of 60 to 85 both inclusive 
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The first magnetic layer may also be made preferably of an amorphous alloy mam components of which are Co 
and Fe. A specific example of the amorphous alloy is amorphous magnetic material of CoF eB having such a composition 
as Co a4 Fe 9 B 7 or Co^FegB^ 'or example. 

The second magnetic layer is provided mainly for the purpose of storing the magnetization information and the 
direction of magnetization therein is determined depending upon the information of *Q 4 or "1 M Requirements for the 
second magnetic layer are that the giant magneto-resistance effect appears efficiently therein, as in the case of the 
first magnetic layer, and that it can stably preserve the state of magnetization. 

The second magnetic layer is preferably a film of metal whose main component is Fe and/or Co. Examples of the 
metal (alloy) are Fe. FeCo Co. and so on. The metal may also contain the additive element such as Pi Addition of Fe 
to Co decreases the coercive force, whereas addition of Pt increases the coercive force Therefore, the second mag- 
netic layer can be, for example. Co 100 _ x . y Fe x Pty and the coercive force is controlled by adjusting the element compo- 
sition rates x and y. 

The thickness of the first magnetic layer needs to be determined so as to efficiently withdraw the giant magneto- 
resistance effect of scattering type. 

Specifically, if the thickness of the first magnetic layer is much greater than the mean free path of electron electrons 
will experience phonon scattering in the first magnetic layer so as to degrade the magneto-resistance effect: therefore, 
the thickness is preferably not more than 200 A. More preferably, the thickness is not more than 150 A. Too small 
thicknesses, however, will lower the resistance of cell so as to decrease the output of regenerated signal or possibly 
fail to retain magnetization in some cases. Therefore, the thickness is preferably not less than 20 A and more preferably 
not less than 80 A. Similarly, as in the case of the first magnetic layer, the thickness of the second magnetic layer is 
also determined so as to efficiently achieve the giant magneto-resistance effect of scattering type and thus is determined 
to be preferably not more than 200 A and more preferably not more than 150 A. Too small thicknesses, however, will 
degrade the memory retaining performance and may decrease the resistance of cell so as to reduce the output of 
regenerated signal in some cases. Therefore ; the thickness of the second magnetic layer is preferably not less than 
20 A and more preferably not less than 80 A. 

The non-magnetic layer is a good conductor and it is preferably made of material a main component of which is 
Cu, because such material has the Fermi energy level close to those of the magnetic layers and good adhesion to the 
magnetic layers, so that the resistance is likely to occur at the interface. upon change in the direction of magnetization 
and this is advantageous in obtaining large magneto-resistance ratios. The thickness of the non-magnetic layer is 
preferably between 5 A inclusive and 60 A inclusive. 

It is preferred in the present invention that a magnetic layer a main component of which is Co be provided either 
between the first magnetic layer and the non-magnetic layer or between the second magnetic layer and the non- 
magnetic layer, or at the both interlaces, because it increases the magneto-resistance ratios and thus achieves higher 
S/N ratios. In this case the thickness of the layer the principal component of which is Co is preferably not more than 20 A. 

In the present invention, defining {first magnetic layer/non-magnetic layer/second magnetic layer/nonmagnetic 
layer} as one unit, a stack of such units may be employed in order to increase S/N. The number of the stacked units 
is preferably as large as possible, because the MR ratios will increase: but too high numbers of stacked units will cause 
disturbance in the interface between the magnetic layer and the non-magnetic layer. Therefore : the number of stacked 
units is preferably not more than 40 and more preferably in the range of approximately 3 to 20 

[Structure of memory] 

Next described in detail is an array structure of memory cells where a solid state memory is constructed by arraying 
many magnetic thin-film memory elements of the present invention. 

Fig. 19 is a top plan view of an example of a magnetic thin-film memory of the present invention. Each memory 
cell 1 7 is a storage unit having one magnetic thin-film memory element. In this figure only parts of many memory cells 
17 are illustrated and the other cells are omitted. Memory cells 17 are arranged in series to compose each of sense 
lines 7. The sense lines are arranged horizontally in Fig. 19, but the sense lines may be arranged vertically. 

Word lines 5 are placed immediately above the memory cells 17 through an insulating layer not illustrated in the 
same figure and are arranged perpendicular to the sense lines. There are some cases in which word lines 6 are provided 
below the sense lines 7. though not illustrated. 

The word lines are provided mainly for recording, while the sense lines mainly for reading of regenerated signals. 
Driving circuit areas 9. 1 0. 1 1 are provided at the both ends of each word line and each sense line, and semiconductor 
devices including a decoder a driver, etc. for selectively driving each word line and each sense line are provided in 
these areas. A sense amplifier for amplifying the regenerated signals is incorporated at the end of sense line. 

A preferred substrate for the magnetic thin-film memory elements of the present invention is a silicon substrate. 
This is because the above-stated semiconductor devices can be made on the common substrate to the memory ele- 
ments of the present invention. 
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The array example of memory cells in the memory shown in Fig. 19 will be described more specifically Fig 15 
stereosccpically shows the structural example in which the magnetic thin-film memory elements of the present invention 
shown in Fig. 4 are arrayed in series. 

This figure shows a portion with three memory cells extracted, in which memory elements 101. 102. 103arearrayed 
in series and in which word lines 5. including 51 . 52. 53. are formed above the respective memory elements. Another 
word line 5 is provided below the memory cells. 

Although not illustrated in the same figure, an insulating layer fills the space between each word line and memory 
cell, so as to prevent the word line from electrically conducting to the memory cell. 

The memory cells are connected by good conductor 71 and a sense line 7 is formed by connecting the memory 
elements 101, 102. 103 in series. This good conductor 71 is material having a lower resistivity than those of the first 
magnetic layer and second magnetic layer and is preferably Al or the like, for example. The electric current is allowed 
to flow through the sense line during regeneration, so that the current passes through the third magnetic layer It is not 
preferable that the magnetization state of the third magnetic layer should affect the regenerated signal and, in order 
to avoid it the length of the third magnetic layer along the direction of sense line is preferably not less than 500 A. 

Other examples of array structures of the magnetic thin-film memory elements according to the present invention 
are illustrated in Fig. 16and in Fig. 17. The structure of Fig. 15has the good conductor 71 between the memory cells, 
whereas the example of the structure shown in Fig. 16 is constructed so that the third magnetic layer fills the spaces 
between the memory elements arranged in series without providing the good conductor 71. The third magnetic layer 
is also provided for the purpose of separating the elements one from another, so that this structure is more preferable 
because it is simpler than the structure of Fig. 15. 

Since the third magnetic layer is the magnetic material, it has a relatively larger resistance than the wire material 
of Al or the like, however. When the cells are connected in series, the resistance of the wire part except for the memory 
cells becomes large and there are some cases where sufficient regenerating output is not achieved. In order to prevent 
this, a good conductor 8 with a lower resistivity than those of the first magnetic layer and the second magnetic layer 
may be provided above the third magnetic layer as shown in Fig. 17. This arrangement can decrease the resistance 
between memory ceils, so that the regenerating output can be improved This good conductor 8 is preferably material 
having a low resistivity, such as Al. A more prominent effect can be achieved when the good conductor 8 is formed in 
contact with the memory elements at the both ends to such an extent as not to degrade the regenerated signal, e.g. 
in contact with parts of the second magnetic layer in the example of Fig. 17. Another example of array structure of the 
magnetic thin-film memory elements of the present invention is shown in Fig. 18. In this case the memory elements 
have the structure of the element shown in Fig. 8. In this case the memory elements are connected by good conductor 
71, in the same manner as in Fig. 15. so as to decrease the resistance of wire part. As shown in Fig. 15 to Fig. 18. the 
word lines 5 and 6 need to be located near the magnetic layer so as to cause reversal of magnetization only in the 
magnetic layer of an objective memory cell. The word line 6 is illustrated in Fig. 15, Fig. 16, Fig. 17, and Fig. 18 but 
the word line 6 does not always have to be provided as described hereinafter and thus can be omitted. 

The magnetic thin -film memory of the present invention can retain the storage property of magnetization information 
even with decreasing cell sizes, different from the conventional magnetic thin-film memories This effect of the present 
invention will be discussed with comparative examples. 

In the magnetic thin-film memory element of the present invention, as shown in Fig. 6. the magnetization in the 
first magnetic layer and the magnetization in the second magnetic layer, not illustrated in the drawing, are aligned 
uniformly in one direction. This is because the third magnetic layer cancels the demagnetizing field in the first magnetic 
layer and in the second magnetic layer. 

Fig. 7 is a top plan view of the magnetization state of a magnetic film of single layer having the easy axis of 
magnetization along the lateral direction as shown in Fig. 12A, as a comparative example. A large demagnetizing field 
is produced inside the magnetic film of single layer, so that spins gradually rotate as approaching the end faces as 
shown in Fig. 7. so as to be oriented in parallel to the end faces. 

Another comparative example is a magnetic film of two layers in the antiparallel magnetization state, which is a 
two-layer magnetic film achieved by extracting the third magnetic layer from the magnetic thin-film memory of the 
present invention shown in Fig. 12B. The magnetization state is slightly improved as compared with the monolayer 
magnetic film, because the magnetization in one layer acts in the direction to reduce the demagnetizing field in the 
other layer. Also in this case however, plus or minus magnetization is aligned at the end faces and mutual repulsion 
between them increases the energy. This causes spins to gradually rotate from the center toward the end faces and 
finally be oriented in parallel to the end faces thereat. 

As described above, the magnetic films in the structures of the comparative examples shown in Fig. 1 2A and Fig. 
1 2B have the big problem that it becomes difficult to stably store the magnetization information because of nonuniform 
directions of spins and thus the magnetization information is deleted. 

The degree of this nonuniformity of spin orientation is dependent on the strength of the demagnetizing field pro- 
duced inside the magnetic layer and storage performance of magnetization will be degraded with increase in the 
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strength of the demagnetizing field The strength of the demagnetizing field can be estimated roughly by assuming 
tr.at the magnetic film is an ellipsoid of a disk shape. 

Fig. 1 3A shows the relation of demagnetizing field Hd of the monolayer magnetic film 1 1 1 shown in Fig. 1 2 A against 
length L of magnetic layer, as a comparative example. This relation was obtained under the following conditions: the 
w dth of the magnetic layer was equal to the length thereof, the value of saturation magnetization was 800 emu/cc. 
which was a typical value of permalloy (Ni^Fe^). and the thickness of the magnetic layer was 100 A. It is seen that 
the demagnetizing field takes very large values not less than 100 [Oe] in the range where the length L of magnetic 
layer is not more than 1 urn. 

Fig. 13B shows the same relation for the two-layer film shown in Fig. 12B. as another comparative example. Also 
in this case : the conditions were as follows: the width of the magnetic layers was equal to the length thereof, the 
saturation magnetization was 300 emu/cc. the thicknesses of the magnetic layer 121 and magnetic layer 122 both 
were 100 A. and the thickness of the non-magnetic layer 123 was 20 A. In the case of this two-layer film, the demag- 
netizing field appearing in one magnetic layer 1 21 was relieved by static magnetic field Hst induced by the other layer 
122, and. therefore, the magnetic field Hd - Hst effectively exerted on the inside of the magnetic field was obtained. 
Here. Hst was obtained under the assumption that the magnetization existed without spin curling at the end faces. In 
practice there is spin curling, so that Hst becomes smaller than the obtained value. Still, it is seen that Hd - Hst suddenly 
increases in the range where the length L of the magnetic film is not more than 0.4 um. 

The coercive force of the second magnetic layer is preferably in the range of 5 [Oe] to 50 [Oe] both inclusive from 
the constraint of the magnitude of word current and more preferably in the range of approximately 10 [Oe| to 30 [Oe) 
as described hereinafter. When the strength of the demagnetizing field is approximately one tenth of the coercive force, 
it is difficult to achieve stable preservation of magnetization. Therefore, even if the antiparallel magnetization state of 
the two-layer magnetic film of the prior art is employed, it is difficult to achieve stable preservation of magnetization 
with memory cells having the length of magnetic member being 0.4 um: it is also seen that the stable preservation of 
magnetization is impossible with the conventional magnetization structure at the length of 0 2 um where the demag- 
netizing field exceeds 10 [Oe]. 

In contrast with it. Fig. 13C shows the demagnetizing field (the magnetic field Hin occurring inside the magnetic 
member) for the magnetic film of the closed magnetic circuit configuration of the present invention including the third 
magnetic layer in addition to the structure of Fig. 13B. It is seen that the demagnetizing field is 0. irrespective of the 
length L of magnetic film, and the demagnetizing field that could impede alignment of magnetization is effectively 
suppressed. With the magnetic thin-film memory element of the present invention, the stable preservation of magnet- 
ization information can be achieved even in the case of high integration of memory cells of microstructure accordingly. 
It is also seen that the memory element of the present invention enhances the effect with the memory cell where the 
first magnetic layer and second magnetic layer have the length of not more than 0.4 um and that the effect of the 
present invention becomes remarkable where the length is not more than 0.2 um. This means that the magnetic thin- 
film memory element of the present invention can be minimized down to the size that is permitted by production steps. 

Further, the magnetic thin-film memory element of the present invention has the feature that no leakage magnetic 
field appears outside. Because of this, recording/regeneration of information can be carried out more stably even in 
the small cell size. 

This effect of the present invention will be described together with comparative examples in Figs. 14A-14C. Fig. 
14A and Fig. 14B are plots of strength of in-plane magnetic field Hn generated at the side face of an adjacent memory 
element, against distance d between magnetic films where memory elements of the conventional monolayer film or 
two-layer film shown in Fig. 12A or in Fig. 12B. respectively, are arranged in series. Similarly, Fig. 14C is a plot of 
strength of in -plane magnetic field Hn generated at the side face of an adjacent memory element against distance d 
between the first magnetic layers of adjacent memory elements or between the second magnetic layers thereof, for 
the magnetic thin-film memory elements of the present invention as shown in Figs. 15-18. The length of the all magnetic 
films was 0.2 urn 

It is apparent from Fig. 14A that in the monolayer magnetic film of the comparative example the magnetic field of 
not less than 5 [Oe] is produced in the range where the distance d between memory elements is not more than 0.6 
um: it is also apparent from Fig. 14B that in the two-layer magnetic film of another comparative example the magnetic 
field of not less than 1 [Oe] is produced in the range where the distance d between memory elements is not more than 
0. 1 um. The coercive force of the second magnetic layer is preferably in the range of 5 [Oe| inclusive to 50 [Oe| inclusive 
and more preferably in the range of approximately 10 [Oe] to 30 [Oe]. As described hereinafter, the preferred magnetic 
field during regeneration is a half or less of that during recording, and, therefore, the reversal of magnetization is induced 
more preferably by the generated magnetic field of 5 [Oe] to 20 [Oe] inclusive. 

This means that the magnetic field of 1 [Oe] induced by the adjacent memory element can be equal to approximately 
one tenth during recording or approximately one fifth during reproduction, of the magnetic field generated by the word 
line. Therefore, it could be a big cause of malfunction during recording or regeneration, particularly during regeneration. 
With the conventional cell structures it is difficult to decrease the width between cells in order to increase the degree 
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of integration and it is impossible to achieve high integration accordingly. 

In contrast in the magnetic thin-film memory element of the present invention there s no leakage magnetic field 
in the adjacent cell as shown in Fig. 14C. so that stabler recording/regeneration of inforrration can be performed. It is 
also seen that the effect of the present invention is great in the range where the distance between the second magnetic 
layers of adjacent memory elements is not more than 0 6 jam: the effect of the present ^vention becomes greater in 
the range of the distance being not more than 0. 1 jam. 

In the above description, the two-layer magnetic film of one comparative example, wmch was a layer obtained by 
excluding the third magnetic layer from the magnetic thin-film memory of the present invention, was described under 
the assumption that the two layers were in the antiparallel magnetization state. This two-'ayer magnetic film takes the 
antiparallel magnetization state of the two layers depending upon the thickness of the non-magnetic layer, but the 
parallel and antiparallel states will appear alternately with increasing thicknesses of the non-magnetic layer. The two- 
layer magnetic film thus has a problem that the thickness margin of the non-magnetic layer for antiparallel magnetization 
is narrow. It is thus difficult to stably realize the antiparallel magnetization state in many memory elements on one 
memory. 

In contrast with it. with the memory constructed of the memory elements of the present invention, the antiparallel 
magnetization state can be realized stably in many memory elements, not much depending upon the thickness of the 
non-magnetic layer, and preservation of information and stable recording/regeneration can also be achieved in highly 
integrated memories. 

In the case of the conventional magnetic thin-film of the comparative example, it was difficult to produce magnetic 
anisotropy sufficient for orientation of magnetization in the in-plane direction where the shape was one having the width 
and length equal to each other, for example, where the shape was a square or a circle on the top plan view. In the 
conventional magnetic thin-film memory the magnetization orientation was realized by shape anisotropy by setting the 
ratio of length to width to 2 to 3 or more, accordingly. In this case, however, there was the problem that the so-called 
superparamagnetism phenomenon that magnetism disappeared even near the room temperature was likely to occur 
because of the spin disturbance as described previously, so as to make preservation of magnetization unstable. 

In contrast with it. in the case of the magnetic thin-film memory of the present invention, relatively large anisotropy 
appears because of the ring loop even in the case where the shape of the magnetic thin-film is square. This assures 
stability of information even where the memory cells are square, so that the degree of integration can be increased 
considerably. If the magnetic thin-film memory of the present invention is possibly used under conditions of relatively 
high temperatures, for example, it may be contemplated that the ratio of length to width is made greater than 1 to 
achieve shape anisotropy so as to enhance anisotropy and increase the storage performance more. In this case the 
effect of shape anisotropy becomes distinct where the ratio of length to width is not less than 2. Therefore, the ratio of 
length to width of the magnetic thin-film memory element is preferably not less than 2. In this case the third magnetic 
layer should better be formed along the longitudinal direction. 

Another method for inducing magnetic anisotropy is a method for applying the magnetic field during formation of 
film, which is easy and effective. This method is carried out by applying the magnetic field along one in-plane direction 
to the substrate by use of permanent magnet or the like during deposition of the first magnetic layer and second 
magnetic layer It is preferably executed by applying the external magnetic field having the intensity of not less than 
10 [Oe[ More preferably the magnetic field of not less than 50 [Oe] is applied along one direction during deposition. 
In this case the third magnetic layer is better formed along the direction in which the magnetic field is applied. 

[Recording method] 

Next described is an example of the recording method using the magnetic thin-film memory elements according 
to the present invention. Each memory cell of the present invention is provided with at least two electrode lines of word 
line 5 such as 51 . 52. or 53 and sense line 7 as shown in Fig. 1 9 and Fig. 1 5 to Fig. 1 8, and a magnetic field is generated 
according to the Ampere's law when a current is allowed to flow through each line. Since these two electrode lines are 
perpendicular to each other, magnetic fields generated thereby are also perpendicular to each other. A magnetic field 
applied to the magnetic layers of memory cell is the vector sum of these orthogonal magnetic fields. When in this state 
a magnetic field strong enough to reverse magnetization in the second magnetic layer is aoplied by the current through 
the word line, the magnetization in the second magnetic layer will be oriented in a desired direction, so as to achieve 
recording. It is thus possible to perform recording of only specific cells selected from the many cells on the matrix. 
Propriety of reversal of magnetization is described by asteroid curve of magnetic layer. 

The second magnetic layer needs to have high coercive force, because it is preferred to preserve the magnetization 
state stably. On the other hand, it is, however, also preferred to reverse the magnetization in the second magnetic layer 
by a weak magnetic field generated by a small current in order to prevent disconnection of word line due to electromi- 
g rat ion and in order to decrease the dissipation power. For this purpose, the second magnetic layer needs to have low 
coercive force The coercive force of the second magnetic layer is thus determined so as to satisfy the both require- 
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ments Specifically, the coercive force of the second magnetic layer is preferably in the range of 5 [Oe| inclusive to 50 
[Oe| inclusive. More preferably, the coercive force of the second magnetic layer is in the range of 10 [Oe| inclusive to 
30 [Oe] inclusive 

Since the fundamental recording and below-described regeneration of the present invention can be done using 
the word line 5 and sense line 7 as described above, the word line 6 shown in Fig. 1 5 to F t g i B does not always have 
to be provided. However, the recording and below-described regeneration may be earned cut using the word line 6 
perpendicular to the word line 5 in order to generate a greater magnetic field. In another permissible arrangement the 
word line 5 above the memory element is omitted and the word line 6 below the memory element is positioned in the 
direction perpendicular to the sense line 7. When the semiconductor devices and memory elements are made on a 
common substrate, production is easier where the word lines are made after deposition of memory elements, however. 
Therefore, the memory is made preferably in the order of substrate/first magnetic layer/nonmagnetic layer/second 
magnetic layer/insulating layer/word lines. 

In another permissible arrangement a buffer layer is provided on the substrate and the memory elements are 
formed thereon in order to control the coercive force, for example. This provision of the buffer layer suppresses variation 
in coercive force between different memory cells or facilitates control of absolute value of coercive force. Preferred 
materials for the buffer layer are insulating materials, for example SiN. 

[Regenerating method] 

Next described is an example of the regenerating method using the magnetic thin-film memory of the present 

invention. 

The magnetic thin-film memory element of the present invention exhibits the giant magneto-resistance (GMR) 
effect by spin dependent scattering and the resistance thereof is low in the parallel magnetization state of the first 
magnetic layer and second magnetic layer but high in the antiparallel magnetization state thereof. During regeneration 
a current weaker than during recording is allowed to flow through the word line above or below the magnetic thin-film 
memory element, thereby generating a weaker magnetic field. This magnetic field is arranged to have such intensity 
as to reverse only the magnetization in the first magnetic layer but not to reverse the magnetization in the second 
magnetic layer, in order to prevent the magnetization information stored from being deleted during regeneration. The 
coercive force of the first magnetic layer needs to be smaller than that of the second magnetic layer. In order to ensure 
the sufficient margin of generated magnetic field, the coercive force of the first magnetic layer is preferably not more 
than a half of that of the second magnetic layer, and more preferably not more than one third thereof. The current is 
set so that the magnetic field induced by the word line is greater than the magnetic field for reversal of magnetization 
in the first magnetic layer but smaller than the magnetic field for reversal of magnetization m the second magnetic layer. 

Figs. 20A to 20D are drawings to show magnetization states during storage and during regeneration of magneti- 
zation of "0" and T in the magnetic thin-film memory element of the present invention. Figs 21A to 21C show time 
responses of magnetic field H and resistance R when the leftward magnetic field is applied to the memory elements 
of Figs. 20A to 20D. For example, let us suppose the magnetization in the second magnetic layer 2 is retained in the 
leftward state as shown in Fig. 20A. 

When the leftward magnetic field -H1 is applied at the time T1 as shown in Fig. 21 A. the magnetization in the first 
magnetic layer 1 is inverted from rightward to leftward as shown in Fig. 20B. The resistance varies from a large value 
R1 to a small value R2 as shown in Fig. 21 B. When the magnetic field becomes 0 at the time of T2, the magnetic thin- 
film memory of the present invention again forms the ring loop to return the first magnetic layer into the rightward 
magnetization state of Fig. 20 A, so that the resistance comes back to R1 . 

Next, let us suppose the magnetization in the second magnetic layer is rightward as shown in Fig. 20C. In this 
case t since the magnetization in the first magnetic layer is leftward, the direction of magnetization in the first magnetic 
layer is not inverted upon application of the leftward magnetic field -H1 and no resistance change occurs (Fig. 21C). 
Therefore, the magnetization state of the second magnetic layer can be detected by measuring a difference between 
currents or between voltages with and without the resistance change. When the magnetization in the first magnetic 
layer is parallel to that in the second magnetic layer, the third magnetic layer is stabilized m the magnetization config- 
uration of the most stable state during application of the magnetic field to the first magnetic field and the second 
magnetic field. 

Since in the magnetic thin-film memory of the present invention the magnetization in the first magnetic layer is 
always antiparallel to that in the second magnetic layer after recording, regeneration can be done by only the magnetic 
field of one direction as described above. On the other hand, in the case of the two-layer magnetic film of the conven- 
tional structure as a comparative example achieved by excluding the third magnetic layer from the magnetic thin-film 
memory of the present invention, it is difficult to stably realize the antiparallel magnetization state in many memory 
elements on one memory as described above. In contrast with it, the antiparallel magnetization state can be realized 
stably in the many memory elements on the memory constructed of the memory elements of the present invention, so 
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that the invention can realize the regenerating method that permits quick access by one pulse current as described 
^bove. 

Described next is another example of the regenerating method using the magnetic thin-film memory of the present 
invention The above-stated method was the example in which the current of the fixed direction was allowed to flow 
through the word line so as to generate only the leftward magnetic field, but a reverse current may also be allowed to 
flow in a subsequent period so as to generate the rightward magnetic field H1 . Figs. 22 A to 22C are drawings to show 
time responses of magnetic field H and resistance R where the leftward magnetic field is applied to the memory element 
of the present invention and thereafter the rightward magnetic field is applied thereto. Suppose the leftward magnetic 
field -H1 is applied during the period between the times T1 and T2 and the rightward magnetic field during the period 
between the times T2 and T3. In the case where the magnetization state is that of Fig. 20A the resistance R varies 
from the low value R2 to the high value R1 at the time T2 of reversal of direction of magnetic field as shown in Fig. 228. 

In the case where the magnetization state is that of Fig. 20C the magnetization direction of the first magnetic layer 
1 is reversed from leftward to rightward during the period between T2 and T3 for application of the rightward magnetic 
field as shown in Fig. 20D. Thus the resistance R varies from the high value R1 to the low value R2 at the time T2 of 
reversal of direction of magnetic field as shown in Fig. 22C. Namely, change in the resistance is observed in either of 
the magnetization states by this regenerating method. Therefore, more accurate detection can be done by measuring 
values of time differential of resistance at the time T2, though more time is necessary for regeneration. 

The above described the regeneration of only one cell, but in practice there are many cells placed on the matrix 
and it is necessary to regenerate only the magnetization information of specific cells In order to achieve it. as in 
recording, the current is allowed to flow through the sense line connected to each objective cell and the current is also 
allowed to flow through the word line perpendicular to the sense line at the same time as it thereby generating the 
magnetic field: the regeneration is thus achieved by applying the magnetic field outside the asteroid curve of magnetic 
field to only the first magnetic layer of the objective cells. In an alternative way, only the first magnetic layer of the 
specific cells can also be inverted using the two perpendicular word lines. 

The resistance change is measured at the both ends of a sense line that connects the memory elements arranged 
vertically or horizontally in series. Specifically, the semiconductor devices for detecting the resistance change are 
arranged in the portion of 11 or 10 shown in Fig. 19, so that information can be regenerated in order from the cells 
arranged on one sense line. 

In the magnetic thin-film memory element of the present invention the magnetization in the first magnetic layer is 
always opposite to that in the second magnetic layer without application of magnetic field: therefore, the resistance of 
the other memory cells than accessed cells is always constant. Accordingly, the regenerating method using the mag- 
neto-resistive element of the present invention has no variation in resistance and thus permits accurate detection with 
less noise, as compared with the conventional method with unfixed magnetization states of memory cells. 

The recording/regeneration of the present invention uses the pulse current: if the time width of this pulse is too 
long the access speed will become low and the dissipation power will increase. If it is too short conversely, appropriate 
recording or regeneration will not be performed. The time width of one pulse is thus preferably between 1 ns and 500 
j.ts both inclusive and more preferably between 4 ns and 1 00 ns both inclusive. If the current is too large electromig ration 
of wiring material will occur to increase the risk of disconnection. If ihe current is too small good recording or regeneration 
will not be realized in some cases. The current is determined also taking account of the cross section of wire, and it is 
usually preferably between 10 pA and 500 mA both inclusive. The current is more preferably between 50 jjA and 10 
mA both inclusive. 

[Example 1 ) 

The magnetic thin-film memory element of the present invention was fabricated and the operation thereof was 
checked. Deposition and processing of memory element was conducted using a magnetron sputter apparatus and a 
focus ion beam apparatus. The sputter deposition was carried out as follows: a sputter chamber was evacuated to the 
high vacuum of 5 x 10' 5 Pa. thereafter Ar gas was introduced as a sputter gas up to 0 1 Pa. and deposition was 
effected on Si substrate successively to form a film of Ni u Fe 13 Co 73 (in the thickness of 30 A) as the first magnetic 
layer, a film of Cu (in the thickness of 20 A) as the non-magnetic layer, and a film of Fe^Coso fin the thickness of 100 
A) as the second magnetic layer thereon. Control of thickness of each layer was done by adjusting the sputter power. 
The element compositions of the magnetic layers were controlled by adjusting the sputter power of each of targets of 
Ni. Fe, and Co. 

Then the film was processed in the size of 0.2 u.m x 0.4 urn and a film of Ni^Fe^ as the third magnetic layer was 
deposited and processed in contact with the lateral surface along the longitudinal direction of the film, thus producing 
the magnetic thin-film memory element of the present invention in the structure of Fig. 4. The width of the third magnetic 
layer was 0.2 pm, which was the same as that of the first and second magnetic layers, and the length of the third 
magnetic layer was 0.3 urn The thickness of the third magnetic layer was 200 A. which was the same as the total 
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thickness of the first and second magnetic layers and the non-magnetic layer. The third magnetic layer was deposited 
on the toth lateral surfaces so as to obtain the same configuration as shown in Fig. 4. After -hat. In was deposited on 
the both ends of the third magnetic layer to form electrodes for measurement of resistance Then a layer of SiN was 
deposited as a protective layer 5000 A thick. 

5 The resistance change of this element was measured by applying the magnetic field in the m-plane direction parallel 

to the Mm plane. Figs 23A to 23C are plots of difference AR from the resistance where the sufficient magnetic field 
was apptied. against magnetic field H. 

As shown in Fig. 23A. when the magnetic field was applied in the minus direction. AR = 0 at the magnetic field of 
-H1: thereafter no change appeared even with application of stronger magnetic field. As the magnetic field was then 

io decreased, the resistance started increasing at the magnetic field of -H0 ; weaker than -H1 . back to the original value. 
When the magnetic field was applied in the plus direction this time, AR = 0 at the magnetic field of H2: thereafter, no 
change appeared with increase in the strength of magnetic field. As the magnetic field was then decreased, the resist- 
ance started increasing at the magnetic field of HO, weaker than the magnetic field of H2. back to the original value. 
When the magnetic field was then applied again in the minus direction, AR = 0 at the magnetic field of -H2 this 

'5 time as shown in Fig. 23B. Thereafter, no change occurred with increase in the strength of magnetic field. As the 
magnetic field was then decreased, the resistance started increasing at the magnetic field of -HO back to the original 
value. When the magnetic field was further applied in the plus direction this time. AR = 0 at the magnetic field of H1. 
Thereafter, no change appeared with increase in the strength of magnetic field. When the magnetic field was then 
decreased, the resistance started increasing at the magnetic field of HO back to the original value. 

20 The resultant loop was that of the shape shown in Fig. 23C. It is presumed that transition among the magnetization 

states shown in Figs. 20A to 20D occurred in the order of a. b. a. d. and c in the figure of Fig. 23A: and from the 
magnetization state of c to the magnetization states of b, a. d, and a in order in the figure of Fig. 23B. The intensities 
of the respective magnetic fields were HO = 3 [Oe|. HI = 7 [Oe|, and H2 = 16 [Oe|. and AR/R was 11 %. After 1000 
repetitions of the loop of Fig. 23C. the magnetic field and resistance were measured in the same manner and the values 

25 of the magnetic field, the resistance, and the resistance change were the same as those in the first measurement. 

It was thus verified that the magnetic thin-film memory element of this example was able to record information 
according to the directions of magnetic field with application of the magnetic field of 1 6 [Oe] and regenerate the recorded 
information with application of the magnetic field of 7 [Oe] and that it was able to realize stable information recording/ 
regeneration with excellent repetitive recording/regeneration durability. 



[Comparative Example 1 ] 

In order to confirm the effect of the present invention, a memory element was made in the same structure as in 
Example 1 except that the third magnetic layer was excluded from the magnetic thin-film memory element of Example 
1. After that, the change in resistance was observed under application of magnetic field in the same way In the first 
measurement the loop of magnetic field vs. resistance similar to that of Fig. 23C was obtained, but it was found that 
the magnetic field corresponding to H2 had the width of 5 [Oe) to 10 [Oej and the magnetic field corresponding to H1 
had the width of 2 [Oe] to 7 [Oe] and that the magnetization in the second magnetic layer became unstable with 
application of the magnetic field strong enough to regenerate the information. With repetitions of the magnetic field 
loop, the shape of loop became gradually broken and no loop appeared in the 58th measurement at all. so as to disable 
recording or regeneration. 



J 5 The magnetic thin-film memory element of the present invention was made in the same structure as in Example 

1 except that the width and length of the magnetic films were 0.2 urn x 0.3 urn and that during deposition of the first 
magnetic layer and second magnetic layer the external magnetic field of 100 [Oe] was applied to induce magnetic 
anisotropy. The loop of magnetic field vs. resistance was then measured in the same manner as in Example 1 . The 
loop obtained showed that HO = 2 [Oe]. H1 = 5 [Oe]. H2 = 1 2 [Oe|. and AR/R was 8 % and that no change was observed 

so even after 1000 repetitions 

[Comparative Example 2) 

In order to confirm the effect of the present invention, the memory element was next made in the same structure 
55 as in Example 2 except that the third magnetic layer was excluded from the magnetic thin-film memory element of 
Example 2. and the memory element was evaluated in the same manner In this case, no loop appeared even in the 
first measurement and recording or regeneration was thus impossible. 
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[Example 3| 

A magnetic thin-film memory of eight bits was made using the memory elements of the structure shown in Fig. 4. 
Fig 24 shows a cross section of the structure. The memory was made in the following procedures 

On the Si substrate the word lines 32 were formed in the thickness 1 u.m and the width 0 2 u.m by depositing and 
processing a layer thereof by sputtering and photoetching. 

Then deposition was conducted successively to form a layer of Ni^Fe^ (in the thickness of 60 A) as the first 
magnetic layer, a layer of Cu (in the thickness of 20 A) as the non-magnetic layer, and a layer of Fe^Cogo (in the 
thickness of 100 A) as the second magnetic layer The thickness of each layer and the compositions of the magnetic 
layers were controlled by adjusting the sputter power of each of the targets of Ni. Fe, and Co During the deposition 
of the first magnetic layer and second magnetic layer the permanent magnet was used to apply the magnetic field of 
1 00 [Oe] in one in-plane direction parallel to the film plane so that uniaxial magnetic anisotropy appeared in the magnetic 
layer. 

Then the films were processed in the island patterns 0.3u.m wide and 0.3 (jm long by the photoetching technology 
to form totally eight memory cells, four in series and two in parallel, thus producing the 8-bit memory The distance 
between cells was 0.1 urn In this case, the longitudinal direction was the same as the direction of application of the 
magnetic field during the deposition so that the easy axis of magnetization was made coincident with the direction of 
the ring loop. While keeping the photoresist film remaining on the second magnetic layer, a film of N^Fe^ was de- 
posited as the third magnetic layer 3 in contact with the lateral surface of the first and second magnetic layers. 

After that, a film of Al was deposited as good conductor 8 over the third magnetic layer The thickness of the good 
conductor 8 was 400 A and the width thereof was 0.2 \im. The good conductor was formed partly in contact with the 
second magnetic layer as illustrated. 

After that, a film of SiN was deposited in the thickness of 400 A as insulating layer 34 Then a film of W was 
deposited to form the word lines 31 0.2 (im wide and 0.2 jam thick in the vertical direction. Then Cu lines for measurement 
of resistance were attached by In to the both faces of element in contact with the third magnetic layer. 

Then the current of 800 uA was allowed to flow through the both word line 31 and word line 32 of this element to 
record "0" or "1" in each of the eight cells by the magnetic field generated. Then the magnetic field was produced by 
allowing the current pulse of the pulse width 50 |is to flow through the word line 31 while allowing the current of 10 u.A 
to flow through the sense line constructed of the memory cells 1 7 connected in series by the procedures shown in 
Figs. 21 A 21 B. and 21 C, and it was confirmed that the information in the respective cells was able to be regenerated 
independently of each other. The magneto-resistance ratio at this time was approximately 7 °b 

[Example 4] 

The magnetic thin-film memory element of the present invention of Fig. 4 was made by the procedures of Example 
3 in the structure in which the first magnetic layer was the film of Co^FegBy having the thickness of 120 A. the non- 
magnetic layer was the film of Cu, the second magnetic layer was the film of Co having the thickness of 100 A. and 
the third magnetic layer was the film of Ni^Fe^ having the thickness equal to the total thickness of the first magnetic 
layer, the non-magnetic layer, and the second magnetic layer. The non-magnetic layer of the memory element of the 
present invention was formed in different thicknesses varying at intervals of 5 A in the range from 1 5 A to 40 A. In Table 
1 each case wherein the directions of magnetization in the first magnetic layer and in the second magnetic layer are 
parallel is indicated by ferromagnetic configuration F while each case wherein they are antiparallel by antiferromagnetic 
configuration AF 



TABLE 1 



Thickness of non-magnetic layer (A) 


15 


20 


25 


30 


35 


40 


45 


50 


Example 


AF 


AF 


AF 


AF 


AF 


AF 


AF 


AF 


Comparative Example 


F 


F 


AF 


AF 


AF 


F 


AF 


F 



It was clarified that the antiferromagnetic configuration was always realized even with change in thickness in the 
case of the element of the present invention and that the margin was wide for the thickness of the nonmagnetic layer. 

[Comparative Example 3] 

Memory elements of this comparative example were produced in the structure of two-layer magnetic film achieved 
by excluding the third magnetic layer from the same structure as in Example 4, by changing the thickness of the non- 
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magnetic layer in the same manner. The results are shown in Table 1. It was clarified that the change from the antif- 
erromagnetic configuration to the ferromagnetic configuration occurred even with a 5 A shift of thickness of non-mag- 
netic layer and that the margin was thus very narrow for the thickness of the non-magnetic layer 

[Second Embodiment] 

The present embodiment is the form utilizing the CPP /Current Perpendicular to the film Plane)-MP (Magneto- 
Resistance) effect where the current is allowed to flow perpendicular to the film plane during regeneration. 

[Structure of magnetic thin-film memory element] 

The present invention will be described in more detail by reference to the drawings Figs. 25A. 25B, 25C and Figs. 
26A, 26B. 26C are explanatory drawings to show examples of the magnetic thin-film memory element of the present 
invention. In Fig. 25A. numeral 21 designates a first magnetic layer 22 a second magnetic layer. 23 a third magnetic 
layer, and 24 a non-magnetic layer. The arrows indicate main magnetization directions in the respective magnetic 
layers. Fig. 25B is a detailed view of the magnetization state of the memory element in the structure of Figs. 25A to 
25C. Fig. 25C is a first-magnetic-layer-side top plan view of the magnetization state of the memory element in the 
structure of Fig. 25A. 

As shown in Figs. 25A to 25C. the magneto-resistive thin-film element according to the present invention is con- 
structed in such structure that the first magnetic layer 21 and second magnetic layer 22. each including magnetization 
aligned in one in-plane direction in the film plane, are stacked with the non-magnetic layer in between, the third magnetic 
layer 23 is provided on the side faces of the first magnetic layer and second magnetic layer and the non-magnetic 
layer is surrounded as a whole by the first magnetic layer, the second magnetic layer, and the third magnetic layer. 

In the storage condition where the external magnetic field is 0, the magnetization in the first magnetic layer is 
antiparallel to that in the second magnetic layer and a closed magnetic circuit is formed through the third magnetic layer. 

Fig. 25A shows the main directions of magnetization in the respective layers and. more specifically, a ring loop is 
formed so that the magnetization in the third magnetic layer is curved gently as shown in Fig. 25B. thereby achieving 
a stable energy state. The product of flux density and cross section is preferably constant throughout the inside of the 
first, second, and third magnetic layers in order to establish the perfect closed magnetic circuit. As illustrated in Fig. 
25C, the magnetization in the first magnetic layer is uniformly oriented in one direction. The magnetization of the second 
magnetic layer is also uniformly oriented in one direction in the same manner as in Fig. 25C except that the direction 
of magnetization is reverse. The stable magnetization state is realized in this way. 

Since the third magnetic layer forms portions with large curvature in the ring loop the third magnetic layer is 
preferably made of a material having smaller magnetic anisotropy and coercive force and higher permeability than the 
first magnetic layer and the second magnetic layer and readily taking any magnetization direction. The third magnetic 
layer may also be preferably made of a material with small domain, wall energy in order to suppress increase in the 
domain wall energy occurring in the case of spins being curved. 

The material for the third magnetic layer is preferably magnetic material having small magnetostriction constants 
and small magnetic anisotropy and a smaller coercive force than those of the first magnetic layer and the second 
magnetic layer. An example of such magnetic material is a film of metal principal components of which are Ni and Fe: 
specific examples of the metal are NiFe and NiFeCo, for example. Fe. Co, FeCo can be adduced as the example. 

A vertical magnetic film may also be used preferably as the material for the third magnetic layer: for example, a 
metal film or the like containing at least one alloy selected from the group consisting of GdFe. DyFe, and TbFe. Ex- 
amples of this alloy are Gd x Fe 100 . x , Dy x Fe 100 . x and Tb x Fe l00 . x , for example. In these vertical magnetic films, x is 
preferably in the range of 10 to 35 both inclusive in the element composition. These alloys may also be used in com- 
bination with an additive element such as Co. 

In Figs. 25A-25C, the third magnetic layer is placed in contact with the side faces of the first magnetic layer, the 
non-magnetic layer, and the second magnetic layer, but the third magnetic layer 23 may also be formed between the 
first magnetic layer 21 and the second magnetic layer 22 so as to replace parts of the non-magnetic layer 24, as shown 
in Fig. 8. The state of magnetization in the structure of Fig. 26A is illustrated in detail in Fig. 26B and it is seen therefrom 
that a closed magnetic circuit is composed. In this case, portions with large curvature in the ring loop exist in the first 
magnetic layer and in the second magnetic layer. When the first magnetic layer is observed from above, the magnet- 
ization in the first magnetic layer is also uniformly oriented in one direction in the element of this structure as shown 
in Fig. 26C. The magnetization of the second magnetic layer is also uniformly oriented in one direction in the same 
manner as shown in Fig. 26C except that the magnetization direction is reverse. The stable magnetization state is 
realized in this way. 

In the case of the structure of Figs 26A-26C, the larger the occupying range of the third magnetic layer 23, the 
lower the magneto-resistance: therefore, the overall length of the third magnetic layer is preferably not more than one 
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third of the length of the non-magnetic layer: more preferably not more than a quarter In the case of the element of 
this structure, the third magnetic layer is made more preferably of a material having a large vertical magnetic component, 
because it forms the portions mainly taking charge of the vertical magnetic areas in the closed magnetic circuit. 

The above described the memory elements in the structure of Figs 25A-25C and in the structure of Figs. 26A- 
26C but the memory element may also be constructed in the structure of a combination thereof, the point is that the 
first magnetic layer and the second magnetic layer are formed through the third magnetic layer so that the ring mag- 
netization loop is established as a whole. 

In the first form of the magnetic thin-film memory of the second embodiment according to the present invention, 
the magnetic thin-film memory element used is the one revealing the magneto-resistance effect by spin dependent 
tunneling. For the magneto-resistance effect by this spin dependent tunneling, a thin insulating layer is used as the 
non-magnetic layer in the structure of first magnetic layer/non -magnetic layer/second magnetic layer shown in Figs. 
25A-25C or Figs. 26A-26C. for example. The memory element is made so that the tunnel phenomenon of electron 
takes place from the first magnetic layer to the second magnetic layer when the current is made to flow perpendicular 
to the film plane during regeneration. 

In the magnetic thin-film memory element of the spin dependent tunneling type used in the present invention, 
conduction electrons are spin-polarized in the ferromagnetic metal and electron states of up spin and down spin are 
different in the Fermi surface When a ferromagnetic tunnel junction is made in the structure of ferromagnetic material, 
insulator, and ferromagnetic material, using such ferromagnetic metal, the conduction electrons tunnel white keeping 
their spin. Therefore, tunnel probabilities vary depending upon the magnetization states of the two magnetic layers, 
which will appear as a change of tunnel resistance. The resistance is small when the magnetization in the first magnetic 
layer is parallel to that in the second magnetic layer; whereas the resistance is large when the magnetization in the 
fist magnetic layer is antiparallel to that in the second magnetic layer, accordingly. 

The greater the difference between state densities of up spin and down spin, the larger this resistance: therefore, 
stronger regenerated signals can be obtained. Then the first magnetic layer and second magnetic layer are preferably 
made of magnetic material with high spin polarizability. Specifically, they are preferably made of film of metal containing 
at least one selected from the group consisting of Ni. Fe, and Co. as a component. Specific examples of such metal 
are Fe. Co. FeCo ; NiFe, NiFeCo, and so on. When the element composition of NiFe is defined in the form of NijFe 100 . x , 
x is preferably in the range of 0 to 82 both inclusive. More specifically, such materials are Fe. Co. Ni^Fe^ Ni 51 Fe 4 9, 
Ni 42 Fe 58- Ni 2S Fe 75 Ni 9 Fe 9i- and so on Particularly preferred materials are those containing Fe. which has large po- 
larization amounts of up and down spins in the Fermi surface, and those further containing Co as a second component. 

The first magnetic layer is provided for forming the ring loop with the second magnetic layer and for reading the 
magnetization information preserved in the second magnetic layer by utilizing the giant magneto-resistance effect by 
spin dependent tunneling. The material for the first magnetic layer is selected from those having lower coercive force 
than that of the second magnetic layer and readily reversing only the magnetization in the first magnetic layer during 
regeneration and forming the ring loop with the second magnetic layer during storage. 

Consequently, the material for forming the first magnetic layer is preferably selected from soft-magnetic materials 
containing Ni among the above-stated compositions and. specifically, the material is more preferably selected from 
alloy films containing NiFe or NiFeCo. When the element composition of NiFe is defined in the form of Ni l( Fe 10o . x , x is 
preferably in the range of 30 to 82 both inclusive. When the element composition of NiFeCo is defined in the form of 
Ni x (Fe 100 . y Co y ) 100 . x . x is preferably in the range of 30 to 82 both inclusive, and y preferably in the range of 0 to 90 both 
inclusive. 

If the thickness of the first magnetic layer is too small, the resistance of cell could become too small to achieve 
sufficient output of regenerated signal: therefore, the thickness is preferably not less than 20 A and more preferably 
not less than 80 A. In the case using the CPP (Current Perpendicular to the film Plane)-MR (Magneto-Resistance) 
effect where the current is made to flow perpendicular to the film plane during regeneration, an important factor is a 
distance of motion with preserving the orientation of spin. i.e. a spin diffusion length. Thus the thickness of the first 
magnetic layer is preferably smaller than the spin diffusion length. Since too large thicknesses will pose the problem 
that the resistance of cell becomes too large or the like, the thickness is preferably not more than 5000 A and more 
preferably not more than 1000 A. 

The second magnetic layer is provided mainly for the purpose of preserving the magnetization information and the 
direction of magnetization is determined depending upon the information of "0" and "1 "The second magnetic layer 
also needs to efficiently present the giant magneto-resistance effect and preserve the magnetization state stabty as 
the first magnetic layer. The second magnetic layer has higher coercive force than that of the first magnetic layer. 
Because of this, the second magnetic layer is preferably one of metal films whose main component is Fe andfor Co. 
particularly. Examples of such metal films are magnetic films of Fe t FeCo, Co, and the like 

An additive element of Pt or the like may be added to the second magnetic layer in order to enhance control of 
coercive force and corrosion resistance. The coercive force becomes smaller with addition of Fe to Co. whereas the 
coercive force becomes larger with addition of Pt. Therefore, the second magnetic layer may be made for example. 
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of Co l00 . x . y Fe x Pt y and the coercive force thereof can be controlled by adjusting the element composition rates x and 
y Since the coercive force can also be increased by raising the temperature of the substrate during deposition of film, 
another method for controlling the coercive force may be adjustment of the substrate tempe-ature during deposition 
This method may be combined with the method for adjusting the composition of the f©xromagnetic^^p|a,as described 
5 above. 

The coercive force of the first magnetic layer can also be controlled by the composition of film and the substrate 
temperature during deposition in the same manner as described above. 

Too small thicknesses of the second magnetic layer would degrade the memory storage performance and decrease 
the resistance of cell to cause decrease the output of regenerated signal and fail to keep magnetization. Therefore. 
'0 the thickness of the second magnetic layer is preferably not less than 20 A and more preferably not less than 80 A. In 
the case using the CPP-MR effect the distance of motion with preserving the orientation of spin, i.e.. the spin diffusion 
length is an important factor. The thickness of the second magnetic layer is thus preferably smaller than the spin 
diffusion length. Too large thicknesses would raise problems that the resistance of cell becomes too large and that the 
reversal of magnetization becomes unlikely to occur because of the large distance from the word electrode. The thick- 
's ness of the second magnetic layer is thus preferably not more than 5000 A and more preferably not more than 1000 A. 

The non-magnetic layer must be non-magnetic for electrons to tunnel with keeping their spin. The non-magnetic 
layer in this form is a layer for insulating the first magnetic layer from the second magnetic layer, and the whole layer 
may be made of an insulating material: or it may be formed in a multilayer structure a part of which is an insulating 
layer. Particularly, when the part is an insulating layer and the thickness thereof is minimum the magneto-resistance 
20 effect can be enhanced further. 

The insulating materials used for the non-magnetic layer are AIO x . AIN X . SiO X! SiN x . NiO x . and so on. Among them. 
Al 2 0 3 is preferred, because it has the high insulation property and is dense. When the insulating material is an oxide 
film, the Al 2 0 3 film can be made, for example, by first forming an Al film and then oxidizing a part thereof in air. 

The non-magnetic layer is preferably a uniform layer of approximately several ten A, and the thickness thereof is 
2S preferably between 4 A inclusive and 25 A inclusive. The thickness of the non-magnetic layer is more preferably not 
less than 6 A but less than 18 A. 

The second form of the magnetic thin-film memory of the second embodiment according to the present invention 
uses the magnetic thin-film memory element revealing the magneto-resistance effect by spin dependent scattering. 
This magneto-resistance effect by spin dependent scattering takes place, for example, in the structure of first magnetic 
30 layer/non-magnetic layer/second magnetic layer as shown in Figs. 25A-25C or Figs. 26A-26C. wherein the non-mag- 
netic layer is a metal layer of a good conductor. This magneto-resistance effect by spin dependent scattering originates 
from the fact that scattering of conduction electrons greatly differs depending upon spins. Namely, conduction electrons 
with the spin of the same direction as magnetization are little scattered and the resistance thus becomes small. Con- 
sequently, in the case that the magnetic layers with the above non-magnetic layer in between take the ferromagnetic 
35 configuration in the same mangetization direction, the resistance is small. On the other hand, in the case that the 
magnetic layers with the above non-magnetic layer in between take the antiferromagnetic configuration in the antipar- 
allel magnetization direction, conduction electrons with spins of all directions are equally scattered by magnetic atoms 
having spins of the opposite directions. As the result, the resistance is greater than that in the case of the above 
ferromegnetic configuration. Then this memory element utilizes the CPP-MR effect where the current is allowed to flow 
io perpendicular to the film plane during regeneration. This CPP-MR increases the probability that conduction electrons 
traverse the interface and makes the probability greater than that by the CIP (Current Inplane to the film Plane)-MR 
effect where the current is allowed to flow in parallel to the film plane. Therefore, the CPP-MR enhances signal detection 
sensitivity to obtain a large resistance change rate. 

Below described are the features of the first magnetic layer the second magnetic layer, and the non-magnetic 
•*$ layer in this case. The first magnetic layer is provided for forming the ring loop with the second magnetic layer and for 
reading the magnetization information stored in the second magnetic layer by utilizing the giant magneto-resistance 
effect. 

The first magnetic layer is preferably a film of metal having a component of at least one selected from the group 
consisting of Ni, Fe. and Co. Examples of this metal (alloy) are NiFe. NiFeCo. FeCo, CoFeB, and so on. When the 
so element composition of NiFe is defined as Ni x Fe 100 . x . x is preferably in the range of 35 to 66 both inclusive. When the 
element composition of NiFeCo is defined as Ni^Fe, oo- y Co y ) ioo-x- x is preferably in the range of 1 0 to 70 both inclusive 
and y preferably in the range of 30 to 90 both inclusive: more preferably, y in the range of 60 to 85 both inclusive. 

The first magnetic layer may also be made preferably of an amorphous alloy main components of which are Co 
and Fe. A specific example of the amorphous alloy is amorphous magnetic material of CoFeB having such a composition 
55 as Co^FegB; or Co 72 Fe a B 2 o. for example. 

The second magnetic layer is provided mainly for the purpose of storing the magnetization information and the 
direction of magnetization therein is determined depending upon the information of "0* or "i." Requirements for the 
second magnetic layer are that the giant magneto-resistance effect appears efficiently therein, as in the case of the 
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first magnetic layer, and that it can stably preserve the state of magnetization 

The second magnetic layer is preferably a film of metal whose main component is Fe and/or Co Examples of the 
metal (alloy) are Fe. FeCo. Co and so on. The metal may also contain the additive element such as Pt. Addition of Fe 
to Co decreases the coercive force, whereas addition of Pt increases the coercive force Therefore the second mag- 
netic layer can be. for example. Co t00 . x . y Fe x Pty and the coercive force is controlled by adjusting the element compo- 
sition rates x and y. 

The thickness of the first magnetic layer needs to be determined so as to efficiently withdraw the giant magneto- 
resistance effect of scattering type. Specifically, if the thickness of the first magnetic layer is much greater than the 
mean free path of electron electrons will experience phonon scattering in the first magnetic layer so as to degrade the 
magneto-resistance effect: therefore, the thickness is preferably not more than 200 A. More preferably, the thickness 
is not more than 1 50 A. Too small thicknesses, however, will lower the resistance of cell so as to decrease the output 
of regenerated signal or possibly fail to retain magnetization in some cases. Therefore, the thickness is preferably not 
less than 20 A and more preferably not less than 80 A. 

Similarly, as in the case of the first magnetic layer, the thickness of the second magnetic layer is also determined 
so as to efficiently achieve the giant magneto-resistance effect of scattering type and thus is determined to be preferably 
not more than 200 A and more preferably not more than 150 A. Too small thicknesses however, will degrade the 
memory retaining performance and may decrease the resistance of cell so as to reduce the output of regenerated 
signal in some cases. Therefore, the thickness of the second magnetic layer is preferably not less than 20 A and more 
preferably not less than 80 A. 

In this form, the non-magnetic layer is a good conductor and it is preferably made of material a main component 
of which is Cu. because such material has the Fermi energy level close to those of the magnetic layers and good 
adhesion to the magnetic layers, so that the resistance is likely to occur at the interface upon change in the direction 
of magnetization and this is advantageous in obtaining large magneto-resistance ratios The thickness of the non- 
magnetic layer is preferably between 5 A inclusive and 60 A inclusive. 

In this form, it is preferred that a magnetic layer the main component of which is Co be provided either between 
the first magnetic layer and the non-magnetic layer or between the second magnetic layer and the non-magnetic layer, 
or at the both interfaces, because it increases the magneto-resistance ratios and thus achieves higher S/N ratios. In 
this case the thickness of the layer the principal component of which is Co is preferably not more than 20 A. 

In the present invention, defining {first magnetic layer/non-magnetic layer/second magnetic layer/nonmagnetic 
layer) as one unit, a stack of such units may be employed in order to increase S/N. The number of the stacked units 
is preferably as large as possible, because the MR ratios will increase: too many units stacked would pose problems 
including the problem that disturbance becomes likely to occur at the interface between the magnetic layers and the 
non-magnetic layer. Therefore, the number of stacked units is preferably not more than 40 and more preferably in the 
range of approximately 3 to 20. 

[Structure of memory] 

Next described in detail is an array structure of memory cells where a solid state memory is constructed by arraying 
many magnetic thin-film memory elements of the present invention. 

Fig. 30 is a top plan view of an example of a magnetic thin-film memory of the present invention. Each memory 
cell 21 7 is a storage unit having one magnetic thin-film memory element. In this figure only parts of many memory cells 
217 are illustrated and the other cells are omitted. 

The magnetic thin-film memory of the present invention has first word lines 25 arranged vertically or laterally and 
second word lines 26 arranged in the direction perpendicular to the first word lines. The magnetic thin-film memory 
elements are arrayed at their intersecting portions. The magnetic thin-film memory elements are placed between the 
first word lines and the second word lines above and below and are connected in parallel in a matrix. 

The first word lines and second word lines are provided for write-while-read. Driving circuit areas 29. 210, 211 are 
provided at the both ends of each first word line and each second word line In these areas there are provided the 
semiconductor devices including decoders, drivers, and soon for selectively driving each word line and each sense line. 

A material for the word lines used in the present invention is a good conductor with a larger conductivity than those 
of the first, second, and third magnetic layers. The material is selected, for example, from aluminum, copper, tungsten, 
or mixtures thereof, or mixtures of either one of these with silicon. 

Fig. 27 is a partly enlarged view to stereoscopically show a configuration in the structure of Figs. 25A-25C. As 
illustrated in the same drawing the memory elements 2101 . 2102. 2103 are arrayed in parallel and an insulating material 
is provided between the memory elements, though not illustrated, thereby preventing the memory elements from elec- 
trically conducting to each other. The first word lines 251 , 252. 253 and the second word line 26 are placed perpendicular 
to each other on either side of the memory elements. 

Fig. 28 shows another example of the array structure of the magnetic thin-film memory according to the present 
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invention. In this structure the third magnetic layer fills the spaces between the memory cells so that the third magnetic 
layer also functions to separate the elements from each other. This structure is thus simple and preferable. In this case, 
the third magnetic layer needs to be made of an insulating magnetic material. For example it is preferably selected 
from oxide magnetic materials Specifically, preferred materials are compounds represented by MF^C^ where the 
element M is Ni. Co Mg. Mn. or the like to exhibit a large resistivity Particularly. NiFe 2 0 4 is preferably applicable, 
because it has the highest resistivity 

Another array structure example of the magnetic thin-film memory of the present invention is shown in Fig. 29. In 
this case the memory elements have the structure of the element shown in Figs. 26A-26C In this case the insulating 
material is also provided between the memory elements in the same manner as in Fig. 27, though not illustrated, 
thereby preventing the memory elements from electrically conducting to each other. 

Although not illustrated in Fig 27 Fig. 28, or Fig 29. a switching element may be provided on one side or on the 
both sides of each magnetic thin-film memory element in order to prevent crosstalk between the memory elements. In 
the case where a specific memory cell can be selectively selected by the switching element, the first word lines and 
second word lines do not have to be placed perpendicular to each other but may be located in parallel. 

When the substrate is a semiconductor substrate of silicon or the like, the second word lines do not always have 
to be separately made of a good conductor or the like: alternatively, channels for flow of current are formed in the 
semiconductor substrate by the known method, for example by adding an impurity element in a pattern into the sem- 
iconductor substrate, and the channels may also used as the second word lines. 

The magnetic thin-film memory of the present invention can maintain the storage property of magnetization infor- 
mation even with decreased cell sizes different from the conventional magnetic thin-film memories. This effect of the 
present invention will be described below in comparison with the conventional example. 

The degree of degradation of the storage property of magnetization information is dependent on the intensity of 
the demagnetizing field appearing inside the magnetic layer: the stronger the demagnetizing field, the worse the storage 
property of magnetization. The intensity of the demagnetizing field can be roughly estimated under the assumption 
that the magnetic film is an ellipsoid of a disk shape. 

Figs. 31 A to 31 C are graphs to show the relation of length L of magnetic layer vs. intensity of demagnetizing field. 

Fig. 31 A shows the relation of demagnetizing field Hd vs. length L of magnetic layer in the case where monolayer 
magnetic film 111 is used as a recording layer as shown in Fig. 33A. as a comparative example. The relation was 
obtained under the following conditions: the width of the magnetic layer was equal to the length, the saturation mag- 
netization was 800 emu/cc, which was a typical value of permalloy (Ni eo Fe2o), and thicknesses t of the magnetic layer 
were three thicknesses of 1 00 A. 200 A. and 300 A. The demagnetizing field decreases as the thickness of the magnetic 
layer becomes smaller. It is. however, seen that the demagnetizing field has the very large intensity of not less than 
about 1 00 [Oe] in the range where the length L of magnetic layer is not more than 1 |im, even in the case of the thickness 
of magnetic layer of 100 A. 

Fig. 31 B shows the same relation for the two-layer film shown in Fig. 338. as another comparative example. In 
this case the relation was also obtained under the following conditions: the width of the magnetic layers was equal to 
the length, the saturation magnetization was 800 emu/cc, the thicknesses t of the magnetic layer 1 2 1 and the magnetic 
layer 122 were equal to each other, and the relation was obtained for the three thicknesses t of 100 A. 200 A, and 300 
A. The thickness of the non-magnetic layer 123 was 10 A. In the case of this two-layer film, the demagnetizing field 
appearing in one magnetic layer 121 is relieved by the static magnetic field Hst induced by the other layer 122, and 
thus the magnetic field Hd - Hst effectively applied to the inside of magnetic field was obtained. Here. Hst was obtained 
under the assumption that the magnetic charge existed without spin curling at the end face. In practice the magnetic 
charge experiences spin curling and thus Hst is smaller than the obtained value. Still it is seen from the relation that 
Hd - Hst suddenly increases as the length L of magnetic film decreases. 

The coercive force of the second magnetic layer is preferably in the range of 5 [Oe] inclusive to 50 [Oe] inclusive 
from the restriction of the magnitude of word current and more preferably in the range of approximately 1 0 [Oe] to 30 
[Oe], If the intensity of Hd - Hst is not less than 2 [Oe] it will be greater than approximately one tenth of the coercive 
force and stable magnetization storage will be difficult. The length L of magnetic layer at Hd - Hst of 2 [Oe] is 0.3 jam 
for the thickness of the magnetic layers of 100 A. 0.6 u,m for the thickness of 200 A, or 0.9 urn for the thickness of 300 
A. It is thus apparent that, in the case of the antiparallel magnetization state of the two-layer magnetic film of the 
conventional technology, stable storage of magnetization becomes difficult with memory cells having the length of 
magnetic layer not more than 0.3 (am where the thickness of magnetic layer is not less than 100 A: further, stable 
storage of magnetization becomes difficult with memory cells having the length of magnetic material not more than 0.6 
|im where the thickness of the magnetic layer is not less than 200 A, and with memory cells having the thickness of 
magnetic material not more than 0.9 Mm where the thickness of magnetic layer is not less than 300 A. 

Fig. 34 shows a plot of length L (urn) of magnetic layer at Hd - Hst of 2 [Oe] against thickness t (nm) of magnetic 
layer, and the relation of L vs. t is expressed by Eq. 1 below. 
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L (nm) = 30 x t (urn) 



In cor:rast with it. Fig. 31 C shows the demagnetizing field (magnetic field Hin appearing inside the magnetic ma- 
terial) for rne magnetic film made in the closed magnetic circuit configuration of the present invention achieved by 
providing tne conventional two-layer magnetic film shown in Fig 33B with the third magnetic layer. The demagnetizing 
field is 0 irrespective of the thickness of magnetic layer and the length L of magnetic film, so that the demagnetizing 
field that could impede the orientation of magnetization is suppressed effectively. In the present invention, the mag- 
netization is preserved stably even if the relation of thickness t frim) of magnetic layer against length L ( M m) of magnetic 
film is in the condition of Eq. 2. accordingly. 



'5 Namely the magnetic thin-film memory element of the present invention can also preserve the magnetic information 

stably even with highly integrated memory cells of microstructure. 

In the case of the conventional magnetic thin-film of the comparative example, it was difficult to produce magnetic 
anisotropy sufficient for the orientation of magnetization in the in-plane direction where the shape was one having the 
width and length equal to each other, for example, where the shape was a square or a circle on the top plan view In 

20 the conventional magnetic thin-film memory the magnetization orientation was realized by shape anisotropy by setting 
the ratio of length to width to 2 to 3 or more, accordingly In this case, however, there was the problem that the so- 
called superparamagnetism phenomenon that magnetism disappeared even near the room temperature was likely to 
occur because of the spin disturbance as described previously, so as to make preservation of magnetization unstable. 
In contrast with it. in the case of the magnetic thin-film memory of the present invention, relatively large anisotropy 

25 appears because of the ring loop even in the case where the shape of the magnetic thin-film is square. This assures 
stability of information even where the memory cells are square, so that the degree of integration can be increased 
considerably. If the magnetic thin-film memory of the present invention is possibly used under conditions of relatively 
high temperatures, for example, it may be contemplated that the ratio of length to width is made greater than 1 to 
achieve shape anisotropy so as to enhance anisotropy and increase the storage performance more. In this case the 

30 effect of shape anisotropy becomes distinct where the ratio of length to width is not less than 2. Therefore, the ratio of 
length to width of the magnetic thin-film memory element is preferably not less than 2. In this case the third magnetic 
layer should better be formed along the longitudinal direction. 

Another method for inducing magnetic anisotropy is a method for applying the magnetic field during formation of 
film, which is easy and effective. This method is carried out by applying the magnetic field along one in-plane direction 

35 to the substrate by use of permanent magnet or the like during deposition of the first magnetic layer and second 
magnetic layer. It is preferably executed by applying the external magnetic field having the intensity of not less than 
10 [OeJ. More preferably, the magnetic field of not less than 50 [Oe] is applied along one direction during deposition. 
In this case the third magnetic layer is better formed along the direction in which the magnetic field is applied. 

Further the magnetic thin-film memory element of the present invention has the feature that no leakage magnetic 

•n field appears outside. Because of this, recording/regeneration of information can be carried out more stably even in 
the small cell size. 

This effect will be described together with comparative examples in Figs. 32A. 32B. and 32C. Figs. 32A and 32B 
are plots of strength of in-plane magnetic field Hn generated at the side face of an adjacent memory element, against 
distance d between magnetic films where memory elements of the conventional monolayer film or two-layer film shown 

•*s in Fig. 33A or in Fig. 33B, respectively are arranged in series. Similarly Fig. 32C is a plot of strength of in-plane 
magnetic field Hn generated at the side face of an adjacent memory element against distance d between the first 
magnetic layers of adjacent memory elements or between the second magnetic layers thereof, for the magnetic thin- 
film memory elements of the present invention as shown in Figs. 27 to 29. The length of the all magnetic films was 0.2 
urn. and the saturation magnetization and the thicknesses of the magnetic films and nonnmagnetic film were the same 

50 as in the case of Figs. 31 A to 31 C 

It is apparent from Fig. 32A that in the monolayer magnetic film of the comparative example the magnetic field of 
not less than 5 [Oe] is produced in the range where the distance d between memory elements is not more than 0.6 
urn and in the range where the thickness is not less than 100 A and it is also seen from Fig. 32B that in the two-layer 
magnetic film of another comparative example the magnetic field suddenly becomes stronger with increase in the 

55 thickness t of magnetic layer. As described previously, the coercive force of the second magnetic layer is preferably in 
the range of 5 [Oe] inclusive to 50 [Oe] inclusive and more preferably in the range of approximately 10 [Oe] to 30 [Oe]. 
The preferred magnetic field during regeneration is a half or less of that during recording, and. therefore, the reversal 
of magnetization is induced more preferably by the generated magnetic Held of 5 [Oe] to 20 [Oe] inclusive 



(Eq- 2) 



L (urn) < 30 x t (urn) 



on 
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When the magnetic field Hn induced by the adjacent memory element reaches 1 (Ge| the intensity could be ap- 
proximately one tenth during recording or approximately one fifth during regeneration, of the magnetic field generated 
by the word line. Therefore, the magnetic field Hn could be a big cause of malfunction during recording/regeneration, 
particularly during regeneration. The distance d between magnetic films where the magnetic field Hn induced by the 
adjacent memory element is 1 [Oe|. is 0.15 |im when the thickness t of magnetic layer is 100 A. 0.25 urn when the 
thickness t is 200 A: or 0 33 u.m when the thickness t is 300 A. This relation was also obtained for other thicknesses 
of magnetic layer, and Fig. 35 shows a plot of distance d (urn) between magnetic films against thickness t (u.m) of 
magnetic layer. The relation of d vs. t is expressed by Eq. 3 below. 

(Eq. 3) d = 3.38 x t 068 

It is thus seen that with the antiparatlel magnetization state of the two-layer magnetic film of the conventional 
technology being used, stable preservation of magnetization becomes difficult in the range where the distance d be- 
tween magnetic films is not more than 0.15 |im and where the thickness of magnetic layer is not less than 100 A: and 
further that stable recording/regeneration becomes difficult in the range where the distance d between magnetic films 
is not more than 0.25 jam and where the thickness of magnetic layer is not less than 200 A. or in the range where the 
distance d between magnetic films is not more than 0.33 urn and where the thickness of magnetic film is not less than 
300 A. Accordingly, in the case of the conventional cell structure, it is difficult to decrease the width between cells in 
order to increase the degree of integration and it is thus impossible to achieve high integration. 

In contrast with it, the magnetic thin-film memory element of the present invention can perform stabler recording/ 
regeneration of information, because no leakage magnetic field appears in the adjacent cells, irrespective of the thick- 
ness of magnetic layer, as shown in Fig. 32C. With the magnetic thin-film memory of the present invention, no leakage 
magnetic field appears in the adjacent cells even if the relation of thickness t (urn) of magnetic layer vs. distance d 
(jam) between magnetic films is according to the condition of Eq. 4 below, and the magnetic thin-film memory of the 
present invention can demonstrate the more prominent effect than the conventional techniques. 

(Eq. 4) d<3.38xt 068 

[Recording method] 

Next described is an example of the recording method using the magnetic thin-film memory elements according 
to the present invention. Each memory cell of the present invention is provided with at least two electrode lines of first 
word line 25 such as 251. 252. or 253 and second word line 26 as shown in Fig. 30 and Fig. 27 to Fig. 29, and a 
magnetic field is generated according to the Ampere's law when a current is allowed to flow through each line. Since 
these two electrode lines are perpendicular to each other, magnetic fields generated thereby are also perpendicular 
to each other. A magnetic field applied to the magnetic layers of memory cell is the vector sum of these orthogonal 
magnetic fields. When in this state a magnetic field strong enough to reverse the magnetization in the second magnetic 
layer is applied by the current through the word line, the magnetization in the second magnetic layer will be oriented 
in a desired direction, so as to achieve recording. It is thus possible to perform recording of only specific cells selected 
from the many cells on the matrix. Propriety of reversal of magnetization is described by asteroid curve of magnetic layer 

The first word line and the second word line are electrically connected by the memory element. However, for 
example, when the resistance of the memory element is set to be greater than those of the first word line and the 
second word line and when the current is allowed to flow between the both ends of the first word line and between the 
both ends of the second word line during recording, the current passing the memory ceil can be negligibly small, so 
that the above-stated recording can be performed. 

In an alternative arrangement, a switching element is provided on one side or on the both sides of each memory 
element so as to selectively select a specific memory cell as described above, which enables to rewrite information in 
a specific memory element. 

In addition to the first word line and the second word line, another word line may be provided similarly through an 
insulating layer to these word lines and recording can be made with the another word line 

The second magnetic layer needs to have high coercive force, because it is preferred to preserve the magnetization 
state stably. On the other hand, it is, however, also preferred to reverse the magnetization in the second magnetic layer 
by a weak magnetic field generated by a small current in order to prevent disconnection of word line due to electromi- 
gration and in order to decrease the dissipation power. For this purpose, the second magnetic layer needs to have low 
coercive force. The coercive force of the second magnetic layer is thus determined so as to satisfy the both require- 
ments. Specifically, the coercive force of the second magnetic layer is preferably in the range of 5 (Oe| inclusive to 50 
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[Oe] inclusive More preferably the coercive force of the second magnetic layer is in the range of 10 [Oe] inclusive to 
30 [Oe] inclusive. 

In another permissible arrangement a buffer layer is provided on the substrate and the memory elements are 
formed thereon in order to control the coercive force, for example. This provision of the buffer layer suppresses variation 
in coercive force between different memory cells or facilitates control of absolute value of coercive force Preferred 
materials for the buffer layer are insulating materials, for example SiN 

[Regenerating method] 

Next described are examples of the regenerating method using the magnetic thin-film memory of the present 
invention. 

The resistance of the magnetic thin-film memory of the present invention is low in the parallel magnetization state 
of the first magnetic layer and the second magnetic layer while it is high in the antiparallel magnetization state thereof. 
Since they are in the antiparallel magnetization state during storage : the magnetic thin-film memory of the present 
invention has the high resistance 

The first example of the regenerating method using the magnetic thin-film memory element of the present invention 
will be described using an example where the information in the memory cell 2102 of Fig 27 is read, for example. 

The current is first allowed to flow between the both ends of the first word line to generate the rightward magnetic 
field in the drawing, for example. This magnetic field has such intensity as to reverse only the magnetization in the first 
magnetic layer but not to reverse the magnetization in the second magnetic layer, in order to prevent the magnetization 
information stored from being deleted during regeneration. Supposing at this time the magnetization recorded in the 
second magnetic layer is rightward. the magnetization in the first magnetic layer is reversed from leftward during storage 
to rightward, so that the magnetization in the first magnetic layer is aligned with the magnetization in the second mag- 
netic layer. The resistance of the memory cell is thus small. On the other hand, when the magnetization recorded in 
the second magnetic layer is leftward, the magnetization in the first magnetic layer is kept rightward as during storage, 
and directions of magnetization in the first magnetic layer and in the second magnetic layer are antiparallel. The re- 
sistance is thus still large. 

In this state a voltage is placed between the end of the first word line 252 and the end of the second word line 26 
to allow the current to flow through the memory cell 2102. When the magnitude of the resistance of the memory cell 
2102 is detected, the magnetization information stored in the second recording layer can be read depending upon the 
magnitude of the resistance. 

The second example of the regenerating method will be described below. 

The voltage is first placed between the end of the first word line 252 and the end of the second word line 26 to 
allow the current to flow through the memory cell 2102. The magnitude of the resistance of the memory cell 2102 is 
detected. This resistance is the high resistance. From this state, the current is also allowed to flow between the both 
ends of the first word line 252. thereby generating the magnetic field strong enough to reverse the magnetization in 
the first magnetic layer in the same manner as above. When the change in the resistance on this occasion is measured 
at the end of the first word line 252 and the end of the second word line 26, the magnetization information stored in 
the second recording layer can be read by presence or absence of change in the resistance 

The above described the examples for reading the information in the memory cell 2102. but the same is also 
applicable to reading of the other cells. 

When the magnetization in the first magnetic layer becomes parallel to that in the second magnetic layer the third 
magnetic layer is stabilized while being magnetized and oriented in the stablest state during application of the magnetic 
field to the first magnetic layer and the second magnetic layer. The coercive force of the first magnetic layer needs to 
be smaller than that of the second magnetic layer. In order to ensure the sufficient margin of the generated magnetic 
field, the coercive force of the first magnetic layer is preferably a half or less of the coercive force of the second magnetic 
layer and more preferably one third or less 

In the magnetic thin-film memory element of the present invention, in the state where no magnetic field is applied, 
the magnetization in the first magnetic layer is always antiparallel to that in the second magnetic layer. Therefore, the 
resistance of the other memory cells than accessed cells is always constant. Accordingly, the regenerating method 
using the magneto-resistive elements of the present invention causes no variation in resistance, when compared with 
the conventional methods using the conventional magnetic thin-film memories where the magnetization states of mem- 
ory cells are unfixed, and permits detection with accuracy and with less noise. 

The recording/regeneration of the present invention uses the pulse current; if the time width of this pulse is too 
long the access speed will become low and the dissipation power will increase. If it is too short conversely, appropriate 
recording or regeneration will not be performed. The time width of one pulse is thus preferably between 1 ns and 500 
^s both inclusive and more preferably between 4 ns and 1 00 ns both inclusive. If the current is too large electromigration 
of wiring material will occur to increase the risk of disconnection If the current is too small good recording or regeneration 
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will not be realized in some cases The current is determined also taking account of the cross section of wire, and it is 
usually preferably between 10 uA and 500 mA both inclusive The current is more preferably between 50 u.A and 10 
mA both inclusive. 

s [Example 5| 

The magnetic thin-film memory element of the present invention was next fabricated and the operation thereof 
was checked. Deposition and processing of the memory element was conducted using the magnetron sputter apparatus 
and the focus ion beam apparatus. The sputter deposition was carried out as follows: the sputter chamber was evac- 
io uated to the high vacuum of 5 x 10" 5 Pa. then the Ar gas was introduced as a sputter gas up to 0.1 Pa, and the 
deposition was effected on a glass substrate. 

The deposition of the first magnetic layer and second magnetic layer was carried out with the magnetic field of 
200 [Oe| being applied so that the easy axis of magnetization was aligned in the longitudinal direction. 

An Al film was first deposited in the thickness of 10 pm as a lower electrode over the entire surface of the glass 
/s substrate 1 cm square. 

Then a thin film of Ni 30 (Fe 70 Co 30 ) 70 was deposited as the first magnetic layer (in the thickness of 500 A). Subse- 
quently, a thin film of Al was deposited in the thickness of 30 A on the first magnetic layer. 

Then a small amount of oxygen was introduced into the sputter chamber and a negative potential was given to 
the substrate to effect reverse sputtering to oxidize the surface of the Al film, thus forming a layer of Al 2 0 3 in the 
20 thickness of about 15 A as an insulating layer. Further, a thin film of FesoCOyo (the thickness of 500 A) was deposited 
thereon as the second magnetic layer. 

An Al film was further deposited in the thickness of 5 u.m as an upper electrode. 

The thickness of each layer was controlled by adjusting the sputter power. The element composition ratios of the 
magnetic layers were controlled by adjusting the sputter power of each of the targets of Ni. Fe. and Co. 

25 Then only the deposited portions consisting of the first magnetic layer, the insulating layer, the second magnetic 

layer, and the upper electrode were processed in the size of 0.4 um x 0.6 jim and a film of Ni 50 Fe 50 was deposited 
and processed as the third magnetic layer so that it was in contact with the longitudinal side faces of the first magnetic 
layer, insulating layer, and second magnetic layer thus processed, thereby producing the magnetic thin-film memory 
element of the structure of Figs. 25A to 25C The third magnetic layer had the width of 0.4 urn equal to that of the first 

30 and second magnetic layers, the length of 0.6 um, and the thickness of 1030 A and was deposited on the both side 
faces, thus being constructed in the same structure as shown in Figs. 25A to 25C. 

Then a film of SiN was deposited and etched by ion beam to form a protective layer around the first magnetic layer 
insulating layer and second magnetic layer. After that, an Al film 5 mm square was formed in the thickness of 10 um 
as an upper terminal electrode in contact with the upper electrode. 

35 The a Cu line was connected to each of the lower electrode and the upper terminal electrode by use of In. thus 

completing the magnetic thin-film memory element. 

Then the leftward magnetic field of 25 [Oe] was applied to this element to record "0. " The magnetic field was applied 
in the in-plane direction along the longitudinal direction of the element. Then the current of 10u.A was allowed to flow 
through the electrode line to generate the leftward magnetic field of 10 (Oe] similarly while measuring the resistance. 

io The resistance was decreased thereby and the resistance returned to the original large value when the application of 
the magnetic field was stopped. When the right ward magnetic field of 10 [Oe] was generated, no change was observed 
in the resistance. The leftward magnetic field of 25 [Oe] was then applied in the longitudinal direction to record "O" and 
the same operation was conducted. No change was observed in the resistance with the weak leftward magnetic field, 
but the resistance was decreased by the rightward magnetic field. The magneto-resistance ratio at this time was about 

^5 7 °b. This example of experiment verified that the magnetic thin-film memory element of the present invention operated 
well. 

[Third Embodiment] 

so The feature of the third embodiment is that the Curie temperature of the third magnetic layer in the previous em- 

bodiments is set to be lower than those of the first and second magnetic layers. 

Recording of data is effected by a magnetic field generated by an adjacent word line as detailed hereinafter. On 
this occasion, heat from the word line increases the temperature of memory cell. This causes the third magnetic layer 
of a memory element as a recording object to lose the magnetism enough to form the ring loop of magnetization. This 
55 makes the second magnetic layer with the magnetization information likely to experience reversal of magnetization. 
Therefore, the magnetization information can be recorded stably and recording can be done with a small current. 

If the Curie temperature of the third magnetic layer is too low, it will result in damaging stable storage of magnet- 
ization information recorded in the second magnetic layer during storage: if it is too high it will result in degrading the 
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effect of the present invention of facilitating disconnection of the ring lop of magnetization during recording 

Examples of the first magnetic layer are N^e^Co^ and Ni 14 Fe 13 Co73 having the magnetostriction of 0 and 
Cur e temperatures of these materials are about 700 °C and about 1000 °C. respectively An example of the second 
magnetic layer is FeCo and the Curie temperature thereof is about 900 °C as shown tn Fig 40. 

5 The Curie temperature of the third magnetic layer needs to be set below the Curie temperatures of the first and 

second magnetic layers and is thus desirably not more than 500 °C Taking account of the fact that the temperature 
during storage rises up to near 50 °C. the Curie temperature of the third magnetic layer is desirably not less than 100 
°C The Curie temperature of the third magnetic layer is thus desirably in the range of 100 °C to 500 °C both inclusive. 
More desirably, the Curie temperature of the third magnetic layer is in the range of 120 *C to 400 °C both inclusive. 

w still more desirably, it is in the range of 150 °C to 300 °C both inclusive. Still more desirably, it is in the range of 150 
°C to 200 °C both inclusive. 

The coercive force of the third magnetic layer at room temperature is preferably in the range of 4 Oe to 6 Oe both 
inclusive. 

Fig. 36 shows the relation of composition of (NixFe^^oo.yCOy vs. Curie temperature. From Fig. 36 ; when the 
'5 composition of the third magnetic layer is (Ni x Fe 100 . x ) t00 . y Co y . it is desired to select an appropriate composition in the 
range of 25 < x < 50 and 0 < y < 30 in order to set the Curie temperature not more than 500 9 C. In order to set the 
Cune temperature in the more preferred range of not more than 300 °C, it is desired to select an appropriate composition 
in the range of 20 < x < 40 and 0 < y < 20. 

Fig. 37 shows the relation of composition of (Ni x Fe l00 _ x ) 100 . y Co y vs. saturation magnetization Ms. As shown in Fig. 
20 37. the saturation magnetization Ms is at least 500 emu/cc. by which the effect of the present invention can be dem- 
onstrated. 

Fig 38 shows the relation of composition of Gd x (Fe 100 _ y Co y ) 100 _ x vs. Curie temperature. From Fig. 38 ; when the 
composition of the third magnetic layer is Gd^Fe^yCOyW,. '« desired to select a composition in the range of 43 
< x and 0 < y < 50 or in the range of x < 1 8 and y < 5 in order to set the Curie temperature not more than 200 °C. for 
25 example. In order to set the Curie temperature not less than 100 °C, for example, x < 50 is desired. 

Fig. 39 shows the relation of composition of G<W Fe ioo-y Co y)ioo.x vs. saturation magnetization Ms. From Fig. 39, 
the effect of the present invention will not be demonstrated greatly with compositions where the saturation magnetization 
is within ±50 Oe. because the flux density in the third magnetic layer is small. It is thus desired to avoid x from dropping 
in the range of 24 % ± 2 %. 

30 Since the third magnetic layer forms portions with large curvature in the ring loop the third magnetic layer is 

preferably made of a material having smaller magnetic anisotropy and coercive force and higher permeability than the 
first magnetic layer and the second magnetic layer and readily taking any magnetization direction. The third magnetic 
layer may also be preferably made of a material with small domain wall energy, in order to suppress increase in the 
domain wall energy occurring in the case of spins being curved. The magnetization in the magnetic thin-film memory 

35 of the present invention forms the ring loop and the magnetic path is the closed magnetic circuit. This structure can 
realize the stable magnetization state The product of flux density and cross section is desirably constant throughout 
the inside of the first, second, and third magnetic layers in order to establish the perfect closed magnetic circuit. The 
material for the third magnetic layer can be selected from NiFe and NiFeCo and the material is preferably a magnetic 
material having small magnetostriction constants and small magnetic anisotropy and smaller coercive force than those 

JO of the first magnetic layer and the second magnetic layer. The main component of the material may be the perpendicular 
magnetic film of Gd x Fe 100 . x . Dy x Fe t00 _ x , Tb x Fe 100 _ x . or the like. As for these perpendicular magnetic films, x is desirably 
the element composition rate of 10 to 35 and they may further contain an element Co or the like. Among the perpen- 
dicular magnetic films GdFe is most desirable because of small coercive force thereof. 

45 [Array structure of memory cells) 

Next described are examples of array structure of memory cells (series array configuration and parallel array 
configuration) where the solid state memory is fabricated by arraying many magnetic thin-film memory elements of the 
present invention. 

so 

[Series array configuration) 

Fig. 41 A is a drawing to stereoscopicaliy show an example of a configuration in which the magnetic thin -film memory 
elements of the present invention having the same structure as that shown in Fig. 4 or Figs. 25A to 25C are arrayed 
55 in series. As shown in Fig. 41A. the memory elements 310 are connected in series and a word line 35 is provided 
above each memory element. Another word line 36 is provided below the memory elements Here, the sense line is 
composed of the memory elements 310 connected in series. 

Although not illustrated in Fig. 41 A. an insulating layer fills the space between each word line and the memory 
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element, so as to prevent electrical conduction between the word tine and the memory element The word line 36 does 
not always have to be provided in the case where recording ts carried out with the sense line and word line 35. tn order 
to reduce the resistance between memory elements, the memory elements may be connected by a good conductor, 
or the good conductor may be provided above the third magnetic layer This good conductor is desirably one containing 

5 at least a main component of a material having a lower resistivity than those of the first magnetic layer and the second 
magnetic layer for example Al. 

Since the current is allowed to flow through the sense line during regeneration, the current passes through the 
third magnetic layer. An undesired situation is that the magnetization state of the third magnetic layer affects the re- 
generated signal on this occasion. In order to avoid it. the length Z of the third magnetic layer in the direction of sense 

10 line is desirably not less than 500 A. 

Fig. 42A is a plan view of a memory where the magnetic thin-film memory elements of the present invention are 
arrayed in series. The memory elements 310 are arrayed in series to compose each of sense lines 37. In the same 
drawing the sense lines are arranged horizontally but the sense lines may be positioned vertically. The word lines 35 
are placed immediately above each memory element through the insulating layer not illustrated in the same figure and 

'5 are located perpendicular to the sense lines Word lines 36 may be provided perpendicular to the word lines 35, below 
the sense lines 37. The word lines are provided mainly for recording and the sense lines mainly for reading the regen- 
erated signals. At the both ends 390* 3100. 3110 of each word line and each sense line, there are provided the sem- 
iconductor devices including the decoders, the drivers, and so on for driving them. A sense amplifier for amplifying the 
regenerated signal is incorporated at the end of each sense line. The all word lines used in the present invention are 

20 made of a good conductor having a higher conductivity than those ol the first, second, and third magnetic layers. 
Examples of the word lines are those made of aluminum, copper, tungsten, or alloys thereof, or mixtures of these 
materials with silicon or the like. The substrate of the magnetic thin-film memory elements of the present invention is 
desirably a substrate a main component of which is Si. This is because the above-stated semiconductor devices can 
be fabricated on the common substrate to the memory elements of the present invention 

25 

[Parallel array configuration] 

Fig. 41 B shows a configuration in which the magnetic thin-film memory elements of the present invention having 
the same structure as that shown in Fig. 4 or Figs 25A to 25C are arrayed in parallel. The memory elements 310 are 
30 arrayed in parallel as shown in Fig. 41 B, and the word line 35 and the word line 36 are provided above and below each 
memory element. In this configuration, a sense line is a combination of word line 35. memory element 31 0 t and word 
line 36. 

Fig. 42B is a plan view of a memory where the magnetic thin-film memory elements of the present invention are 
arrayed in parallel. The memory elements 310 are connected in parallel by the word lines 35 arranged vertically or 
35 horizontally and the word lines 36 perpendicular thereto. At the both ends 390 : 3100. 3110 of each word line there are 
provided the semiconductor devices including the decoders, the drivers, and so on for selectively driving the word 
lines These word lines are provided for write-while-read. At the end of each word line 35. 36 a sense amplifier for 
amplifying the regenerated signal is incorporated. 

to [Structure of memory cell of the present invention] 

Other examples of the structure of memory cell according to the present invention will be described referring to 
Figs. 43A1 to 43C2. 

Fig. 43A1 and Fig. 43A2 are a circuit diagram of one unit and a cross-sectional view of device structure of an array 
configuration of memory cells in which structures, each being one unit of memory elements of the present invention 
connected in series, are arrayed in parallel and in which a diode is provided for elimination of crosstalk of each structure: 
Fig. 43B1 and Fig. 43B2 are a circuit diagram of one unit and a cross-sectional view of device structure of an active 
matrix configuration in which each memory element of the present invention is connected to a transistor: Fig. 43C1 
and Fig. 43C2 are a circuit diagram of one unit and a cross-sectional view of device structure of a configuration in 

50 which memory cells are arrayed in parallel and in which each memory element of the present invention is connected 
to a diode for elimination of crosstalk. 

Fig.43C2 shows a part of a memory device fabricated by rendering the memory element of the present invention 
hybrid with a semiconductor element. In the memory device, a Write line, or word line 392 is established in the memory 
element 391 consisting of the present invention through an insulator. One end of memory element 391 is electrically 

55 connected with PN junction diode 395. and the other end with the Select electrode. 396 denotes a P-type semiconductor 
substrate. Fig.43C1 is a circuit diagram corresponding to the structure shown by Fig.43C2. The circuit diagram of Fig. 
43C1 expresses one semiconductor hybrid memory element as a unit on a matrix consisting of the elements. As a 
matter of fact, a number of the constitution of Fig.43Cl are matrically arranged in all directions surrounding Fig.43C1 . 



EP 0 875 901 A2 



wherein respective Select lines are common to a series of the semiconductor hybrid memory elements in the right and 
left direction in the figure: and respective Write lines and respective Signal lines are respectively common to a series 
of the elements in the upper and lower direction in the figure The electrifying to a specific Write line and a specific 
Select line to which an objective semiconductor hybrid memory element to which the user aims at the recording belongs 
makes it possible to conduct a recording to only the objective element located on a point at which the above specific 
Write and Select lines intersect each other. The reproducing can be carried out in the same manner as of the above 
recording, i.e. electrifying to the Write and Select lines to which the objective element from which the user aims at the 
reproducing belongs to cause a change in the resistance of the objective element, and then detecting a signal in 
accordance with the change of the resistance through the Signal line. The diode set in the above semiconductor hybrid 
memory element is for preventing the deterioration of the signal caused by the electrifying to other elements than the 
objective one toward which the user aims at the recording or reproducing. 

Figs. 43A1 and 43A2 show another constitution on the basis of the memory element of Figs. 43C1 and 43C2. in 
which a plurality of Write lines are established so as to make possible to record a plurality of bits. 

Figs. 43B1 and 43B2 show the same constitution as Figs. 4301 and 43C2. except that MOS transistor 394 is 
employed instead of the diode. In the figures, one end of memory element 391 is electrically connected with a drain 
electrode of the MOS transistor 394, and the other end with a constant voltage, e.g. source voltage V^. The application 
of voltage to the Select line connected with gate electrode 393 of MOS transistor 394 realizes the selection of a specific 
memory element from those of the matrix. This is because the application allows the current to flow between the source 
and the drain of MOS transistor 394 and does not allow the current to flow through MOS transistors on the other Select 
lines to which lines the voltage is not applied. The electrifying to the Write line in this state makes possible to conduct 
the recording/reproducing toward the specific memory element. 

When the memory is constructed in the hybrid structure where the memory elements of the present invention are 
connected to the semiconductor devices such as the diodes or the transistors as shown in Figs. 43A1 to 43C2. the 
production processes become a little complex, but the hybrid structure can eliminate the impedance components in- 
cluding the stray capacitance appearing in the configuration of the memory elements arrayed in the simple matrix 
described previously, thereby assuring stabler operation. 

[Recording method using magnetic thin-film memory element of the present invention] 

Next described is an example of the recording method using the magnetic thin-film memory element of the present 
invention. This magnetic thin-film memory element is provided with a word line and a sense line. When the current is 
allowed to flow through each line, a magnetic field is produced according to the Ampere's law. Since these two electrode 
lines are perpendicular to each other, magnetic fields generated thereby are also perpendicular to each other There- 
fore, a magnetic field exerted on the magnetic layer of memory cell is the vector sum of these perpendicular magnetic 
fields. When in this state a magnetic field strong enough to reverse the magnetization in the second magnetic field is 
applied by the current through the word line, the magnetization in the second magnetic layer will be aligned in a desired 
direction, so as to effect recording Consequently, recording can be done of only specific cells out of many cells on a 
matrix. 

Further, the heat generated by the word line on this occasion increases the temperature in the cell portion, partic- 
ularly in the portion of the memory cell below the perpendicular word line through which the current is allowed to flow. 
The feature of the present invention is that the Curie temperature of the third magnetic layer is set low. so that the third 
magnetic layer of a memory element as a recording object loses the magnetism enough to form the ring loop of mag- 
netization. Therefore, the second magnetic layer becomes ready fro reversal of magnetization. Namely, the magneti- 
zation reversal field becomes small only in the memory cells of recording objects, but the other memory cells still have 
the high magnetization reversal field. This keeps magnetization stable during storage, so as to achieve the excellent 
storage property, and the magnetization can be reversed by the weak magnetic field on the occasion of recording, so 
as to lower the recording current. 

Propriety of reversal of magnetization is described by asteroid curve of magnetic layer The second magnetic layer 
needs to have high coercive force, because it is preferred to preserve the magnetization state stably. On the other 
hand, it is, however, also preferred to reverse the magnetization in the second magnetic layer by a weak magnetic field 
generated by a small current in order to prevent disconnection of word line due to electromigration and in order to 
decrease the dissipation power. For this purpose, the second magnetic layer needs to have low coercive force. The 
coercive force of the second magnetic layer is thus determined so as to satisfy the both requirements. Specifically, the 
coercive force of the second magnetic layer is preferably in the range of 5 [Oe] inclusive to 50 [OeJ inclusive. More 
preferably, the coercive force of the second magnetic layer is in the range of 10 [OeJ inclusive to 30 [Oe] inclusive. 

Since the fundamental recording and below-described regeneration of the present invention can be done using 
the word line and sense line as described above, the word line 36 shown in Figs. 41 A and 41 B does not always have 
to be provided. However, the recording and below-described regeneration may be carried out using the word line 36 
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perpendicular to the word line 35 in order to generate a greater magnetic field In another permissible arrangement 
the word line 35 above the memory element is omitted and the word line 36 below the memory element is positioned 
in the direction perpendicular to the sense line 37. When the semiconductor devices and memory elements are made 
on a common substrate, production is easier where the word lines are made after deposition of memory elements 
however. Therefore the memory is made preferably in the order of substrate/first magnetic layer/nonmagnetic layer/ 
second magnetic layer/insulating layer/word lines. 

In another permissible arrangement a buffer layer is provided on the substrate and the memory elements are 
formed thereon in order to control the coercive force, for example. This provision of the buffer layer suppresses variation 
in coercive force between different memory cells or facilitates control of absolute value of coercive force. Preferred 
materials for the buffer layer are insulating materials, for example SiN. 

[Regenerating method using magnetic thin-film memory element of the present invention] 

Next described is an example of the regenerating method using the magnetic thin-film memory of the present 
invention. The magnetic thin-film memory element of the present invention exhibits the giant magneto-resistance (GMR) 
effect by spin dependent scattering and the resistance thereof is low in the parallel magnetization state of the first 
magnetic layer and second magnetic layer but high in the antiparallel magnetization state thereof. During regeneration 
a current weaker than during recording is allowed to flow through the word line above or below the magnetic thin-film 
memory element, thereby generating a weaker magnetic field. This magnetic field is arranged to have such intensity 
as to reverse only the magnetization in the first magnetic layer but not to reverse the magnetization in the second 
magnetic layer, in order to prevent the magnetization information stored from being deleted during regeneration. The 
coercive force of the first magnetic layer needs to be smaller than that of the second magnetic layer. In order to ensure 
the sufficient margin of generated magnetic field, the coercive force of the first magnetic layer is preferably not more 
than a half of that of the second magnetic layer and more preferably not more than one third thereof. The current is 
set so that the magnetic field induced by the word line is greater than the magnetic field for reversal of the magnetization 
in the first magnetic layer but smaller than the magnetic field for reversal of magnetization in the second magnetic layer. 

Further, as during recording, the heat generated by the word line on this occasion increases the temperature in 
the cell portion, particularly in the portion of the memory cell below the perpendicular word line through which the 
current is allowed to flow. The feature of the present invention is that the Curie temperature of the third magnetic layer 
is set low. so that the third magnetic layer of a memory element as a recording object loses the magnetism enough to 
form the ring loop of magnetization. Therefore, the second magnetic layer becomes ready for reversal of magnetization. 
Namely, the magnetization reversal field becomes small only in the memory cells of recording objects, but the other 
memory cells still have the high magnetization reversal field. This keeps magnetization stable during storage, so as to 
achieve the excellent storage property, and the magnetization can be reversed by the weak magnetic field on the 
occasion of recording, so as to lower the recording current. 

The above described the regeneration of only one cell but in practice there are many celts placed on the matrix 
and it is necessary to regenerate only the magnetization information of specific cells In order to achieve it. as in 
recording, the current is allowed to flow through the sense line connected to each objective cell and the current is also 
allowed to flow through the word line perpendicular to the sense line at the same time as it. thereby generating the 
magnetic field; the regeneration is thus achieved by applying the magnetic field outside the asteroid curve of magnetic 
field to only the first magnetic layer of the objective cells. In an alternative way. only the first magnetic layer of the 
specific cells can also be inverted using the two perpendicular word lines. The resistance change is measured at the 
both ends of a sense line that connects the memory elements arranged vertically or horizontally in series. Specifically 
semiconductor devices for detecting the resistance change are arranged in the portion of 390. 3100, or 3110 shown 
in Figs. 42A and 42B. so that information can be regenerated in order from the cells arranged on one sense line. 

The third embodiment may also adopt the form utilizing the spin dependent scattering and the form utilizing the 
spin dependent tunneling as described in the preceding embodiments. 

[Fourth Embodiment) 

The feature of the fourth embodiment is that the structure of the third magnetic layer in the preceding embodiments 
is made up of a part of the first magnetic layer or the second magnetic layer. 

[Examples of structure of magnetic thin-film memory element] 

Fig. 44 and Fig. 45 are cross-sectional views each of which shows an example of the magnetic thin-film memory 
element of the present invention. In Fig. 44, reference numeral 41 designates a first magnetic layer. 42 a second 
magnetic layer, and 43 a non-magnetic layer It is noted that numeral 41 may be the second magnetic layer while 42 



07 



EP 0 875 901 A2 



the first magnetic layer. 

As shown in Fig. 44. the magneto-resistive element of the present invention is a magneto-resistive element in 
which the first magnetic layer 41. which is magnetized mainly in an orientation of magnetization along one in-plane 
direction parallel to the film plane and has low coercive force, and the second magnetic layer 42 which is magnetized 
mainly in an orientation of magnetization along one in-plane direction parallel to the film pane and has high coercive 
force, are stacked with the non-magnetic layer 43 in between on the substrate and whicn exhibits a low resistance 
when the magnetization of the first magnetic layer and the magnetization of the second magnetic layer are parallel but 
a high resistance when they are antiparaNel: the magnetization of the first magnetic layer and the magnetization of the 
second magnetic layer become antiparallel when the external magnetic field is 0: a closed magnetic circuit configuration 
is constructed in such a way that the first magnetic layer is bent so as to contact the end faces of the non-magnetic 
layer and then contact the end faces of the second magnetic layer or in such a way that the second magnetic layer is 
bent so as to contact the end faces of the non-magnetic layer and then contact the end faces of the first magnetic layer. 

Fig. 44 shows the configuration in which the first magnetic layer 41 is in contact with the lateral faces of the non- 
magnetic layer 43 and the second magnetic layer 42. but another possible configuration is that the first magnetic layer 
41 is in contact with the lateral surfaces of the non-magnetic layer 43 while being in contact with the top surface of the 
second magnetic layer, as shown in Fig. 45. 

Fig. 46 is a schematic view to show directions of magnetization in the respective layers of Fig. 44 and Fig. 45 As 
shown in Fig. 46, the first magnetic layer and the second magnetic layer compose a closed magnetic circuit surrounding 
the non-magnetic layer. Describing in further detail, the magnetization in the first magnetic layer or in the second 
magnetic layer is gently curved to form a ring loop, thereby realizing a stable energy state. In the conventional magnetic 
two-layer film structure not forming a closed magnetic circuit, spins are turned at the end faces with high magnetic 
charge density, so that magnetization cannot be kept stable; whereas the magnetization information can be stored 
stably in the magnetic thin-film memory element of the present invention. 

[Examples of production of magnetic thin-film memory element) 

Processes for fabricating the magnetic thin-film memory elements of the present invention will be described refer- 
ring to Figs. 47A to 47C, Figs. 48A to 48C, Figs. 49A to 49D, and Figs. 50A to SOD. 

Since the magnetic thin-film memory element of the present invention realizes the closed magnetic circuit config- 
uration of stable magnetization by the simplified structure, the production process thereof is also simple. For example, 
as shown in Figs. 47A to 47C, a 1 -bit memory cell shown in Fig. 44 can be fabricated by depositing the second magnetic 
layer 42 and non-magnetic layer 43. etching them, and thereafter depositing the first magnetic layer. Further, a 1-bit 
memory cell shown in Fig. 45 can be fabricated by depositing the second magnetic layer 42 and non-magnetic layer 
43, thereafter etching only the non-magnetic layer, and depositing the first magnetic layer 41 as shown in Fiqs 48A 
to 48C. 

Figs 49A to 49D are drawings to show an example in which memory cells of eight bits are connected in series. 
The second magnetic layer 42 is deposited as shown in Fig. 49A and thereafter the non-magnetic layer 43 is deposited 
as shown in Fig. 49B. Then the layers are sectioned into eight areas by etching as shown in Fig. 49C and thereafter 
the first magnetic layer 41 is deposited as shown in Fig. 49D. thus completing a magnetic thin-film memory of the 
present invention. 

Figs. 50A to 500 are drawings to show another example in which memory cells of eight bits are connected in 
series. In this case, the steps up to deposition of the non-magnetic layer are the same as described above, but the 
subsequent steps are carried out as follows: only the non-magnetic layer 43 is sectioned into eight areas by etching 
as shown in Fig. 50C and then the first magnetic layer 41 is deposited as shown in Fig. SOD thus completing a magnetic 
thin-film memory of the present invention. 

[Hybrid configurations of magnetic thin-film memory element of the present invention and semiconductor device] 

Figs. 51 A1 to 51 C2 show hybrid configurations of the magnetic thin-film memory element of the present invention 
and the semiconductor device. 

Fig. 51 A1 and Fig. 51 A2 are a circuit diagram of one unit and a cross-sectional view of device structure of an array 
configuration of memory cells in which structures, each being one unit of memory elements of the present invention 
connected in series, are arrayed in parallel and in which a diode is provided for elimination of crosstalk of each structure 
Fig. 51 B1 and Fig. 51 B2 are a circuit diagram of one unit and a cross-sectional view of device structure of an active 
matrix configuration in which each memory element of the present invention is connected to a transistor Fig. 51 Cl 
and Fig. 51 C2 are a circuit diagram of one unit and a cross-sectional view of device structure of a configuration in 
which memory cells are arrayed in parallel and in which each memory element of the present invention is connected 
to a diode for elimination of crosstalk. 
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Fig.51C2 shows a part of a memory device fabricated by rendering the memory element of the present invention 
hybrid with a semiconductor element. In the memory device, a Write line, or word line 4-2 is established in the memory 
element 481 consisting of the present invention through an insulator. One end of memory element 481 is electrically 
connected with PN junction diode 485. and the other end with the Select electrode. 456 denotes a P-type semiconductor 

s substrate. Fig 51C1 is a circuit diagram corresponding to the structure shown by Fig 51 C2. The circuit diagram of Fig. 
51 C1 expresses one semiconductor hybrid memory element as a unit on a matrix consisting of the elements As a 
matter of fact, a number of the constitution of Fig.51C1 are matrically arranged in all directions surrounding Fig.5lCl . 
wherein respective Select lines are common to a series of the semiconductor hybrid memory elements in the right and 
left direction in the figure: and respective Write lines and respective Signal lines are respectively common to a series 

10 of the elements in the upper and lower direction in the figure. The electrifying to a specific Write line and a specific 
Select line to which an objective semiconductor hybrid memory element to which the user aims at the recording belongs 
makes it possible to conduct a recording to only the objective element located on a point at which the above specific 
Write and Select lines intersect each other. The reproducing can be carried out in the same manner as of the above 
recording, i.e. electrifying to the Write and Select lines to which the objective element from which the user aims at the 

'5 reproducing belongs to cause a change in the resistance of the objective element, and then detecting a signal in 
accordance with the change of the resistance through the Signal line. The diode set in the above semiconductor hybrid 
memory element is for preventing the deterioration of the signal caused by the electrifying to other elements than the 
objective one toward which the user aims at the recording or reproducing. 

Figs. 51 A1 and 51 A2 show another constitution on the basis of the memory element of Figs. 51 CI and 51 C2. in 

20 which a plurality of Write lines are established so as to make possible to record a plurality of bits. 

Figs. 51 B1 and 51 B2 show the same constitution as Figs. 51C1 and 51 C2. except that MOS transistor 484 is 
employed instead of the diode. In the figures, one end of memory element 481 is electrically connected with a drain 
electrode of the MOS transistor 484, and the other end with a constant voltage, e.g. source voltage V D0 . The application 
of voltage to the Select line connected with gate electrode 483 of MOS transistor 484 realizes the selection of a specific 

25 memory element from those of the matrix. This is because the application allows the current to flow between the source 
and the drain of MOS transistor 484 and does not allow the current to flow through MOS transistors on the other Select 
lines to which lines the voltage is not applied. The electrifying to the Write line in this state makes possible to conduct 
the recording/reproducing toward the specific memory element. 

When the memory is constructed in the hybrid structure where the memory elements of the present invention are 

30 connected to the semiconductor devices such as the diodes or the transistors as shown in Figs. 51 A1 to 51 C2. the 
production processes become a little complex, but the hybrid structure can eliminate the impedance components in- 
cluding the stray capacitance appearing in the configuration of the memory elements arrayed in the simple matrix 
described previously, thereby assuring stabler operation 

3$ [Matrix array configurations of memory cells] 

Next described are examples of array configurations of memory cells where a solid state memory of a matrix type 
is made by arraying many magnetic thin-film memory elements of the present invention. Fig. 52. Fig. 53. and Fig. 54 
are drawings each of which stereoscopically shows an example of the array configuration in which the magnetic thin- 
'0 film memory elements of the present invention shown in Fig. 44 or Fig. 45 are arrayed in series. 

As shown in the drawings, the memory elements 410 are arrayed in series and word lines 45 are placed above 
the respective memory elements. Another word line 46 is provided below the memory cells. 

In the series configurations of Fig 52, Fig. 53, and Fig. 54, an insulating layer fills the space between each word 
line and memory cell, though not illustrated, thereby preventing the word line from electrically conducting to the memory 
45 cell. In the series configurations of Fig. 52. Fig. 53, and Fig. 54. the word line 46 may be omitted in the case where 
recording is carried out using the sense line 47 and word line 45. 

In the case of the series array configurations, the memory cells may be connected by the bent portions of the first 
or second magnetic layer as shown in Fig. 53. but the resistance between memory cells may be reduced by connecting 
the memory cells with a good conductor 48 as shown in Fig. 52 or by placing the good conductor 48 above the first 
50 magnetic layer as shown in Fig. 54. The good conductor may be such material as Al. and is desirably one containing 
at least a principal component of material with lower resistivity than those of the first magnetic layer and the second 
magnetic layer. Since the current is allowed to flow through the sense line during regeneration, the current passes 
through the bent portions of the first magnetic layer or the second magnetic layer. It is not preferred that the magnet- 
ization state of the bent portions should affect the regenerated signal on that occasion, in order to avoid it, the length 
55 of the bent portions in the direction of sense line is desirably not less than 500 A. In Fig 52. the sense line is the whole 
of the memory elements and good conductor arranged in series. 

Fig. 55 shows an example of structure in which the memory cells are arrayed in parallel, in which the word lines 
45 are arranged to connect the sense lines and cells in parallel. 
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Fig. 56 is a top plan view to show an example of a magnetic thin-film memory of the present invention. Memory 
cells 4131 of memory elements are only some cells illustrated and the other most cells are not illustrated. The memory 
cells 41 31 are arranged in series to compose each of sense lines 47 The sense lines are arranged horizontally in Fig 
55 but they maybe arranged vertically The word lines 45 are placed immediately above the memory elements through 
an insulating layer not illustrated in the same figure and perpendicular to the sense lines 47 Word lines 46 perpendicular 
to the word lines 45 are provided below the sense lines 47. though not illustrated. The word lines are provided mainly 
for recording while the sense lines mainly for reading regenerated signals. At the both ends 41 32 41 33. 41 34 of each 
word line and each sense line there are provided the semiconductor devices including the decoders, the drivers, etc 
for selectively driving these lines. A sense amplifier for amplifying regenerated signals is incorporated at the end of 
each sense line. 

The substrate of the magnetic thin-film memory elements of the present invention is desirably a substrate containing 
a principal component of Si. This is because the semiconductor devices described above can be made on the common 
substrate to the memory elements of the present invention. 

The all word lines used in the present invention are made of a good conductor with a larger conductivity than those 
of the first and second magnetic layers. Examples of the word lines are those of aluminum, copper, tungsten, or mixtures 
thereof, or mixtures thereof with silicon or the like. 



[Recording method using magnetic thin-film memory elements of the present invention] 

Next described is an example of the recording method using the magnetic thin-film memory elements according 
to the present invention. Each memory cell of the present invention is provided with two electrode lines of a word line 
and a sense line, and a magnetic field is generated according to the Ampere's law when a current is allowed to flow 
through each line. Since these two electrode lines are perpendicular to each other, magnetic fields generated thereby 
are also perpendicular to each other. A magnetic field applied to the magnetic layers of memory cell is the vector sum 
of these orthogonal magnetic fields. When in this state a magnetic field strong enough to reverse magnetization in the 
second magnetic layer is applied by the current through the word line, the magnetization in the second magnetic layer 
will be oriented in a desired direction, so as to achieve recording. It is thus possible to perform recording of only specific 
cells selected from the many cells on the matrix. 

Propriety of reversal of magnetization is described by asteroid curve of magnetic layer. The second magnetic layer 
needs to have the high coercive force, because it is preferred to preserve the magnetization state stably On the other 
hand, it is, however, also preferred to reverse the magnetization in the second magnetic layer by a weak magnetic field 
generated by a small current in order to prevent disconnection of word line due to electromigration and in order to 
decrease the dissipation power. For this purpose, the second magnetic layer needs to have low coercive force. The 
coercive force of the second magnetic layer is thus determined so as to satisfy the both requirements. Specifically the 
coercive force of the second magnetic layer is preferably in the range of 5 [Oe] inclusive to 50 [Oe] inclusive. More 
preferably, the coercive force of the second magnetic layer is in the range of 10 [Oe] inclusive to 30 [Oe] inclusive. 

Since the fundamental recording and below-described regeneration of the present invention can be done using 
the word line 45 and sense line 47 as described above, the word line 46 shown in Fig. 52 to Fig. 54 does not always 
have to be provided. However, the recording and below-described regeneration may be carried out using the word line 
46 perpendicular to the word line 45 in order to generate a greater magnetic field. In another permissible arrangement 
the word line 45 above the memory element is omitted and the word line 46 below the memory element is positioned 
in the direction perpendicular to the sense line 47. When the semiconductor devices and memory elements are made 
on a common substrate, production is easier where the word lines are made after deposition of memory elements, 
however. Therefore, the memory is made preferably in the order of substrate/first magnetic layer/non-magnetic layer/ 
second magnetic layer/insulating layer/word lines. 

In another permissible arrangement a buffer layer is provided on the substrate and the memory elements are 
formed thereon in order to control the coercive force, for example. This provision of the buffer layer suppresses variation 
in coercive force between different memory ceils or facilitates control of absolute value of coercive force. Preferred 
materials for the buffer layer are insulating materials, for example SiN 

[Regenerating method using magnetic thin-film memory elements of the present invention] 

Next described is an example of the regenerating method using the magnetic thin-film memory elements of the 
present invention. The magnetic thin-film memory of the present invention exhibits the giant magneto-resistance (GMR) 
effect by spin dependent scattering and the resistance thereof is low in the parallel magnetization state of the first 
magnetic layer and second magnetic layer but high in the antiparatlel magnetization state thereof. During regeneration 
a current weaker than during recording is allowed to flow through the word line above or below the magnetic thin-film 
memory element, thereby generating a weaker magnetic field This magnetic field is arranged to have such intensity 
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as to reverse only the magnetization in the first magnetic layer but not to reverse the magnetization in the second 
magnetic layer, in order to prevent the magnetization information stored from being deleteo during regeneration. The 
coercive force of the first magnetic layer needs to be smaller than that of the second magnet c layer. In order to ensure 
the sufficient margin of generated magnetic field, the coercive force of the first magnetic layer is preferably not more 
than a half of that of the second magnetic layer, and more preferably not more than one trvd thereof The current is 
set so that the magnetic field induced by the word line is greater than the magnetic field for -eversal cf magnetization 
in the first magnetic layer but smaller than the magnetic field for reversal of magnetization in the second magnetic layer. 

The above described the regeneration of only one cell, but in practice there are many cells placed on the matrix 
and it is necessary to regenerate only the magnetization information of specific cells. In crder to achieve it. as in 
recording, the current is allowed to flow through the sense line connected to each objective cell and the current is also 
allowed to flow through the word line perpendicular to the sense line at the same time as n thereby generating the 
magnetic field: the regeneration is thus achieved by applying the magnetic field outside the asteroid curve of magnetic 
field to only the first magnetic layer of the objective cells. In an alternative way. only the first magnetic layer of the 
specific cells can also be inverted using the two perpendicular word lines. The resistance change is measured at the 
both ends of a sense line that connects the memory elements arranged vertically or horizontally in series. Specifically, 
the semiconductor devices for detecting the resistance change are arranged in the portion cf 4134 or 4133 shown in 
Fig. 56 so that information can be regenerated in order from the cells arranged on one sense line. 

The fourth embodiment may also adopt the form utilizing the spin dependent scattering and the form utilizing the 
spin dependent tunneling as described in the preceding embodiments. 



Claims 

1 . A magnetic memory element comprising: 

a first magnetic layer magnetized in an orientation of magnetization along one in-plane direction: 
a second magnetic layer magnetized in an orientation of magnetization parallel or antiparallel to said orientation 
of magnetization of said first magnetic layer, said second magnetic layer having a h;gher coercive force than 
that of said first magnetic layer: 

a non-magnetic layer interposed between said first magnetic layer and said second magnetic layer: and 
a third magnetic layer for magnetically coupling said first magnetic layer with said second magnetic layer in 
order to form a closed magnetic circuit with said first magnetic layer and second magnetic layer. 

2. The magnetic memory element according to Claim 1, wherein said third magnetic layer /s comprised of a part of 
said first magnetic layer or said second magnetic layer. 

3. The magnetic memory element according to Claim 1 . wherein a Curie temperature of sa*d third magnetic layer is 
lower than those of said first magnetic layer and second magnetic layer. 

4. The magnetic memory element according to Claim 1 . wherein said third magnetic layer is disposed in contact with 
end faces of said first magnetic layer and second magnetic layer. 

5. The magnetic memory element according to Claim 1 , wherein said third magnetic layer is interposed between said 
first magnetic layer and said second magnetic layer. 

6. The magnetic memory element according to Claim 5, wherein a total length of said third rragnetic layer is not more 
than one third of a total length of said non-magnetic layer. 

7. The magnetic memory element according to Claim 1 , wherein magnetic anisotropy of sa.d third magnetic layer is 
smaller than those of said first magnetic layer and second magnetic layer. 

8. The magnetic memory element according to Claim 1 . wherein said third magnetic layer contains principal compo- 
nents of Ni and Fe. 

9. The magnetic memory element according to Claim 1, wherein said third magnetic layer is comprised of an alloy 
containing at least one selected from GdFe, DyFe, and TbFe. 

10. The magnetic memory element according to Claim 1 , wherein a ratio of length to width cf said first magnetic layer 
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and second magnetic layer is 2 or more and said third magnetic layer is disposed at longitudinal ends of said first 
magnetic layer and second magnetic layer 

11. The magnetic memory element according to Claim 1. wherein said third magnetic layer is made of an insulating 
material. 



1 2. The magnetic memory element according to Claim 1 1 . wherein said insulating material is a compound that can be 
expressed by MFe 2 0 4 (where M is Ni. Co. Mg. or Mn). 

13. The magnetic memory element according to Claim 3 t wherein said Curie temperature of the third maqnetic layer 
is 100-500 °C. 



14. The magnetic memory element according to Claim 1. wherein a coercive force of said third magnetic layer is 
smaller than that of said first magnetic layer. 

15. A magnetic thin-film memory wherein the magnetic thin-film memory elements as set forth in Claim 1 are arranged 
in a matrix. 



16. A magnetic memory device including two magnetic layers for recording information, and a third magnetic layer 
effective to form a closed magnetic circuit with the two layers. 

17. A memory device including a plurality of magnetic memory elements according to any one of Claims 1 to 14 and 
16 and means for selectively applying magnetic fields to selected memory elements to cause alignment of the 
magnetization of said second layer in a chosen direction 

1 8. A method of manufacturing a magnetic memory element according to any one of C laims 1 to 1 4 and 1 6 or a memory 
according to Claim 1 5 or 1 7. 

19. A method of recording information on or reproducing information from a memory element according to any one of 
Claims 1 to Hand 16. 
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